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- Se. VIII Anguſti7. 163 9. 
e AMA. after George Grahame his renouncing and 
abjuring of Epiſcopacte. 


The which day there was given into the Aſſembly , dived? from M.George 

_ + Grahame, ſometimes pretended Biſhop of Orknay, an abjuration of Epiſco- 

pacie , ſubſcribed with his hand , which was publickly read in andience of the 

Aſſembly ; and thereafter they ordained the ſame to be regeſtrat inthe Aſſem- 
bly Books ad perpetuam rei memoriam , whereof the tenor follows. 


_— — 0 al and ſundry whom it cis, . whoſe 
IEP —-— | knowledge theſe preſents ſhall come , ſpecially 
V4 ==. My ro the reverend and hononrable Members of 
the furure Aſſembly to be holden at Edinburgh 
A the twelfth! day of Auguſt 1639. years: Me 
il Maſter George Graham , fometime pretended 
#1} Biſhop of 0rkzay,being ſorry and grievedat my 
heart that I ſhould ever for any worldly reſpe& 
&f1 have embracedthe order of 'Epiſcopacie, the 
—_ fame having no warrant from-the Word of 
_ God,;and being fuch an order, as hath had ſenſibly many fearfull and evill 
conſequences in many parts of Chriftendome, aud particularly within the 
Kirk of 'Scotlaxd , as by dolefull and deplorable experience this day is 
manifeſt , to have diſclaimed , like as I by the tenor hereof doe altogether 
diſclaime and abjure all Epiſcopall power and jurifdiction,with the whole 
corruptions thereof, condemned by lawfull Afemblies within the ſaid 
Kirk of Scotland,in regard the ſame is ſuch an oxderas is alſo abjured with- 
in the ſaid Kirk, by vertue of thar Nationall Oath which was made in the 
years 1580. and 1581. promifing-and {wearing by the-great Name of the 
Lord our God, Thar I ſhall never whiles Tlive , direQly or indirectly, 
excrceany ſuch power withinthe Kirk, neither yer ſhall I ever approve or 
allow the ſame,nor ſo much as in my private or publike diſcourſe : But on 
the contrary , ſhall ſtand and adhere _ the Acts and Conſtitutions - 
2 the 


2. TheGenerall Aſembly, 163 9. 
the late Aſſembly holden ax Glaſgow the ar: of Novem. x638.lafkby-paſt, 
ang-ſhall concurreto the witermoſt of nf wer, boli ant chtully, 
as occaſion ſhaſtoffer , in executing the hid As, and in advencingehe 
Work of Reforinition within this Land", rothe glory of God 7 the peace 
of the Country; and the comfort andicotitentment of all good Chriſtians, 
as God ſhall be my help. Inteſtimony ofthe which premiſſes,I have ſub- 
ſcribed thir preſerits with my hand at Breeknes in Shronmes , the eleventh 
day of Febrmary,the year of God 163g. years, beforethir witneſſes Maſter 
Walter Stuart , Miniſter at Shwhronnaldſay , Maſter Fames Beynd,, Miniſter 
at Kirkwall , Maſter Robert Peirſon , Miniſter at Firth , and Maſter Patrick 
Grahame”, Miniſter at Holme , my {on.' - - 230" | | 


——_——— 


| Se V LII. 17. Aug, 1639. - 
eA containing the. Cauſes and Remedie of the 
by-gone evils of this Kirk, 


$FDegHe Kings Majeſtic having graciouſly declared , Thar it 
} JR@N is His Royall will and pleaſure, thatall queſtions abour 
i 79 Religion , and matters Eccleliaſticall be determined by 
CECÞ Afemblies: of the Kirk, having alſo by publike Pro- 
lis clumation indifted this free nationall Aſlembly, for ſce- 
> $ tliog the preſent diſtraction of thisKirk,and for eftabliſh- 
ing a perfe& peace , 8gainſt ſuch divifions and diſorders as have been ſore 
diſpleaſing to His Majeſtie ;-and grievous t9 all his good Subjects. And 
now His Majeſties Commiſſioner Fo#» Earle of. Traquair, intrufked and 
authorized with a full Commiſſion , being preſent, & firting-in this Aſ-. 
 ſembly ,, nowfully conveened and orderly conſtitutein all the, members. 
thereof, according to the order of this Kirk , having ar large geclared His 
Majeſties zeal tothe reformed Religion , and His RoyMll cart and render 
affeionto this Kirk , where his Majeſtie had both His Birth and Bap- 
tiſme , His great diſpleaſure atthe manifold diſtrations and diyifions of - 
| this Kirkand Kingdome,and His deſires to have all our wounds perfeRly 
cured with a fair and fatherly hand : And although in the way approven 
by this Kirk, tryall hath beentaken in former Aſſemblies before from 'the- 
Kitk regiſters, to our full ſatisfaQion , yet the Commithoners. Grace. 
makirig particular enquiry from the.members of the Aſſeinbly , now 
ſolemnely convecned , concerning che reall and true cauſes of fo ma- 
ny. and great cvills as this time paſt had ſo ſore troubled the peace of 
this 'Kirk and Kingdome, It ' was repreſented ro His Majeſties: Com- 
miffioner by this Aſſembly ,-That beſide many other, the maine and 
moſt-marerill cauſes were, Firſt, The prefling of this Kitk', by the 
Prelares with a Service-Book., or Book of Common Prayer ; with- 
out warrand ordireion fromithe Kirk , and containing befide che Po- 
piſh framethereof, divers Popiſherrorsand ceremonies, and the ſeeds of 
manifold groffe Superſtitions and Idolatry, with a Book of Canons, 
without warrand or direQion from the Generall Aflembly, eftabliſhing a 
ol | | tyrannicall 


tyraanicall power 9yer the Kirk m the perſon of Buhops, and overthrow- 
FA the whole Tik-folioe and gdvernment of the Kirk by Aſſemblies, with 
A Fookof Conltcration and Ordination , without warzand of Authoritie; 
Civil or lcclefiaſticall, appointing officesin the houſe of God , which 
are. notwarranted by che word of God,and repugnant to the diſcipline and 
Adsof our Kirk , and with zhe high mn ios , erected without the 
conſent of the Kirk elwHventiog eng jurifdiction and ordinary Judicatories 
of this Kirk, and giving to perſons meerely Eccleſiaſticall, the power of 
both ſwords , and to perſons meerly Civill, the power of the Keys and 
Kirk-ſenſures. A:ſecond cauſe was. the Articles of Perth,viz, the obſer- 
vation of Feſtivsll dayes,, kneeling at the Communion , 'Confixrmation, 
Adminiſtration ofthe Sacraments in private places, which are brought in 
by a null Afſembly and are contrary tothe Conteſlion of Faith , as-it was 
meant and ſubſcribed 40 15 80. and divers times ſince, and to the order 
_ and conſticutions of this Kirk. Thirdly,the changing of the government - 
of the Kirk, from the Aſſemblies of the Kirk to the perſons of ſome Kirk- 
men , uſurping priorktie.and power over their Brethren, by the way, and 
under the name of' Epiſcopall government, againſt the Confeſſion of 
_ Faith, 1580.A4gainft rhe order fer downe im the Book of Policy,and againſt 
the intention 8 conſtitution of this Kirk from the begining. Fourthly the 
Civill places and power of Kirk-men , their fitting in Seſſion”, Councell 
 andExchequer , their Riding , Sitting , and voting in Parliament, and 
rheir fitting in the Bench as Juſtices of peace, which according to thecon- 
ſtirutions of rhis Kirkare incompatible wieh their ſpiritual ſan&ion,liffing 
them tp above their Brerhren in worldly porp,mnd'dotend tothe hinder- 
ance of the Miniftrie. Fifrly the keeping &anthorizing corrupr Aﬀemblics 
at Linlithzow , 1606. and 1608. Ar Glaſzow , 1610: Ar'Hberdewe, 1616. 
Ar S. Andrews , 1617. At Perth , 1618. which are nult and antawfull; as 
being. called and conſtitute quite contrary to the order and conſigzutions 
of this Kirk recerved and ptactiſed ever ſincethe Reformation of Reliswn, 
and withal laboring to introduce novationsinto this Kirk again Covos 
and Religion eſtabliſhed. A fixth cauſe is the wanr of lawfulland free 
. Generall Aſſemblies , rightly conſlicure of Paſtors, Do&ors , and Elders 
yearly , or oftner prore nata, according tq the [ibertie of this Kirk , ex- 
prefled in the Book of Policy , and acknowledged in the At of Patlia- 
meat, 1592.. After which the whok Aſſembly in one heart and yoyce 
did declare, that theſe and ſuch other , proceeding from the negle&t and 
breach of the Nationall Covenant of this Kirk and Kingdome , made in 
Anno 1580. have been indeed the true and maine cauſes of all our evills 
and diſtractions. And therefore ordain,according to the conſtituiions of 
the Generall Aſſemblies of this Kirk : and upon the grounds reſpecFive a- 
bove-ſpecified; That the forc{aid Service Book, Books of Cannons, and 
Ordination,and the high Commitſion , be ſtill reje&ed ; that the-Articles 
of: Perth , be no more-practiſed : That Epiſcopall Govexnment , and the 
Civill places and power of Kirk-men be hoſden till as. unlawfull in this 
Kirk : That the aboye named pretended Aſſemblies, Ar Linlithgow 1606, 
and 1608. AtGlafgow 1610. Ar Aberdene 1616. At S. Andrews 1617. At 
Perth 1618. be hereafter accounted as null,and of none effec. And that for 
| fo | preſer- 


preſervation of Religion , and preventing all ſuch evills in time-coming, 
Generall Aſſemblies rightly conſtirute,as the proper and ps wang judge 
. of all matters Eccleſiaſticall , heereafter be kept yearly and oftner , pro re 
ata, 2s occaſion and neceſſity ;ſhall require ; The neceflity of theſe oc- 
 cafionall Aſſemblics being firſt remonſtrate to. His Majeſtic by humble 
ſmpplication : As alſo that Kirk Seſſions, Presbyteries and Synodall Af- 
ſemblies , be conſtitute and obſerved , according to the order .of this 
Kirk. | AN | | 


After the voycing of the Ait ( anent the cauſes of vur by- gone evils ) His 
Majeſties Commiſ1oner conſented verbally to the ſaid CAT , andpromiſed to 
give into the Clerk in writ the Declaration of His conſent, and that he ſhould 


ratifie this Act in the enſuing Parliament. \. 


Sel. XVIII 26. Aug. 1639. 


eA, & aj proving an old Regiſter of the. 
. n  Generall Aſſembly. 


The whole Aſſembly ( upon the report made to them anent the old Regiiter of 
the Aſſembly, gotten from Mater John Rig ) All in one voice approvedthe 
ſaid Regiſter , And ordained the ſame to make faith in judgement , and out - 
with in all time coming ,as 4 true and authentick Regi fter of the Kirk of Scot- 
land , conforme to the teitimonie ſubſcribed by the Commuttee, to be inſert in 
the Books of Aſſembly : whereof the tenor followeth,, Ty 

| RE under-ſubſcribers , Forſameikle as the late Generall Aſſem- 

s bly holden at Glaſgow, gave power and Commiſſion to us, To 

peruſe, examine , and cognoſce upon the validity, faith , and 

ſtrength ofthe books and Regiſters of the Aſſembly , parricy- 
larly ſer 'down.in the Commiſſion given to us thereanent: According 
whereunto we did carefully view, peruſe, and conſider the ſaids Regiſters, 
and gave our teſtimony thereof under our hands , of the validity and fut- 
ficiencie of the ſamine,to the ſaid Generall Aſſembly. And now having 
anew Commiſſion given to us from the Generall Afſembly now preſent- 
ly conveened and fitting at Edinburgh, To peruſe, examine, and cognoſce 
upon the validity, faith and ſtrength of another Regiſter of the Aſſembly, 
which was not ſer down and recommended to us by the ſaid former 

Commiſſion , which Regiſter beginneth at the Aſſembly holden at Z4in- 

burzh the ſixth day of March 1572.and endcth at the Aſſembly likewiſe 

holden at Edinbzrgh 1573. we have carefully viewed, peruſed , and con- 
fidered the ſaid Regiſter : And being deeply and maturely adviſed, as in 

s matter of greateſt weight and conſequence , do atteſt before God , and 

upon out conſciences declare to the world , and this preſent Aﬀembly, 

Thar the ſaid Regiſter above expreſt , is a famous , authentick , and good 

Regiſter, which ought to be ſo reputed , and have publike faith in judge- 

ment 
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ment and outwith , asa valid and true Record in all things , And finds the 

ſfameto be of the ſame hand-writ , and fubfcribed bythe ſame Clerk of 

the Generall Aﬀembly ; as divers of the faid other Regifters ( formeely 
ruſed by us ). are. And in teſtimonie of our ſolemne affirmation we 

have ſubſcribed thefe prefents wirh our hands,at Edimbwebthet 

day of Auguſt 1639. 


Att approving the depoſition of the Miniſters 
by the Committees. s 


—— 


FIST Aſlembly , after the receiving of the whole reports from 
| 35G No the Commurrces, appointed for reviſing of the proceſſes and. 
fe 'T [a bd ſemences, led, deduced, and pronounced before , and by the 
Rp FSI ſeverall Commiſſions granted by the Aſſembly art Glaſgow, 
<2 All in one voice approved the ſaids whole proceſſes as or- 


pn —— 


derly proceeded , and the whole fentences pronounced thereintill , as juſt 
and lawfull decrees , without prejudice of any favour that can be ſhowne 
 toany perſon or perſons, againſt whom the ſaid ſentences are pronounced 

upon their ſupplications,or of Juſtice to ſuch as complain of their proceſle, 
and offers to reduce the ſame upon whatſoever reaſon competent , by the 
Conſtitutions of this Kirk and Kingdome, before the Generall Aﬀembly, 
and the Commiſſioners thereof, they being appointed for that effect. 


Act Sefl. XX, 28, Aug.1639. 
Att anent receiving of depoſed Minifters. 


WWE He which day the Generall Aﬀembly upon the repart of the 
HT & Commirrces anent theſe who are depoſed by Synods, Doe make 
So this Generall AQ, recommending ro the Synods all theſe who 
are depoſed beforethem for ſubſcribing of the Declinator, and reading of 
the Service-Book and for no other grofſe cauſe , That upon their true 
repentance and ſubmiſhon tothe Conſtitutzons of this Kirk , and yp 
their purgation and clearnefſe from any grofſe Faules laid go their charge 
in any new procefle againſt them,they may be found by the Synods capa- 
ble of the Miniſtrie , when God grants them an ordinary and lawfull call- 
ing by admiſſion from the Presbyrerie , cither inthe Church they ſerved 
in before, or in any other Church. 

Act 


5 
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| ARSefl. X XI. 29. Aug.163 9. 
At anent the keeping of the Lords Day. 


The Generall Aſſembly recommenaeth to the ſeveral Presbyteries the execution 
of the old Aits of Aſſembly , againſt the breach of the Sabbath day , by going 
of Mylnes, Salt. Pannes, Salmond fiſhing, or any ſuch like labour , and to this 
end revives und renues the Act of the Aſſembly holden at Haly-rudehouſe, 


1602. Sefſ. 5. whereof the renor follows : 


KEPAYE He Aſſembly conſidering that the conventions of the People, 
9 I FE ſpecially onthe Sabbath day are very rare in many places, b 

£39% diſtraction of labour not only in harveſt and ſeed-time , bur alſo 
every Sabbath , by fiſhing both of white fiſh ,and Salmond- fiſhing , and 
in going of MyInes. Therefore the Aſſembly diſchargeth and inhibiteth 
all ſuch labour of fiſhing as well white fiſh as Salmond-fiſh, and going of 
Mylnes of all ſorts upon the Sabbath,under the pain of incurring the cen- 
ſures of the Kirk : And ordaines the Commiſſioners ofthis Aſſembly, to 
mean the ſame to, His Majeſtie, and to deſire that a pecuniall paine may be. 
injoyned upon the contraveeners of this preſent Act. 


Act Sefl. XXII. 29. Aug. 1639. a meridie. 
Articles and Overtures approved by the Aſſembly. 


d AG the whole Ads of Generall Aſſemblies , and to marke - 


©S) ſuch As as are for the uſe of the Kirk in Generall, To 
SS cxtrad the ſame out of the Regiſters, to the effe& thar 


a> 
JI & > 


&E £ Ve) SS Hat ſome Commiſſioners be appointed to viſitand peruſe 
> #1.4 "_ . V > /S) 
J J 


% 
UZ]S& 
> % 

\ % 


J289ESL after they be tryed,they may be printed according to 
8@/IS the old Ads of the Afſembly at Edinburgh March 7. 
I 5 7 4. Seſsi0n 9. 
The Aſſembly appoints the Presbytcrie of Edinburgh to have a care of 
this article , and to report their diligence to the next Aſſembly. 
That courſe may betaken for reſtraining of people from paſsing to 
England to marry,which is the occaſion of great inconveniencies. 
The A(ſembly alloweth this article, and recommends to the Parliament, 
that they would appoint a pecuniall ſumme to be payed by the contra- 
Veeners. 


Thar the Ads forfurniſhing expences to Commiſſioners, ſent by the 


Presbyteries to the Generall Aſſambly , and ſent in Commiſſion by Ge- 
nerall Aſſemblies , may be explained; And it be declared thar all ſuch 
Commiſſioners whatſoever , by their ſtipends may We furniſhed by the 
Kirks of the Presbyterie,according tothe order ſer down inthe A of the 
laſt 
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tft Aſſembly, fince the errand is common,and the benefir concerneth alls 
#1d chat ordef tney be taken , how that an expedient voluntatie courſe, 
chought fit by the Aﬀſembly,ſhall by adviſe of Parliament, havethe force 
of a law , for compelling theſe to pay who are ſented , both for the laſt 
and this Afſembly,and in time ro come. 
The Aſſembly allowes this article , and referres the ſame 10 the Pat= 
liament. 
That the Seſsion-Books of every Paroche be preferited once a yearto 
the Presbyreries , that they may be tryed by then. - 
The Aſſembly alloweth this article. | 
Thar the Ac ofthe 38. Aſſembly at Zdinbwrgh, 0dober 24. 1578.Seſl, 
$. ordaining Miniſters who are depoſed , to be charged under the pain of 
excommunication, to dimit their places,that they may be unqueſtionably 
vacand,may now be renewed. | 
| The Aſſembly alleweth this article , and remits the [ame to the 
Parliament. 


The Afſembly would revive or renew all former Ads of Afſembly a- 
gxinſt Papiſts , and excommunicate perſons , againſt haunters with them 
and receivers ofthem. 

The Aſſembly alloweth this artich. 


Thar an uniforme Catechiſme may be appointed to be uſed through- 
out this whole Kinedomein the examinations before the Communion. 


The Aſſembly alloweth this article. | 


That all Miniſters or Intrants preſented to Kirks, be tryed before their 
admiſsion , if they be qualified forthe places to which they are preſented, 
beſides the ordinary tryalls of Expeants before their entrie ts the Mini- 


ſerie. | 
The A(ſembly alloweth this article. 


Sefſ, XXII. 30. dug. 1639. 
T he Supplication of the General Afſembly to the Kings 

eM ajeſties Commiſcuoner , concerning the Tok, 
called, The large Declaration. 


LOS Ec the Members of this preſent Aﬀembly, for our ſelves, 
SBB& and in name of the ſeverall Presbyteries , Burghs, and 
& Univerfities,for which we are Commiſſioners,refeming 
oo the great diſhonour done to God , our King , this Kirk, 

woe and whole Kingdome, by the Book called , Alarge De- 
FOXESSHS clar4tion, have here repreſented the fame to your Grace, 
and have colleQed ſome amongſt mariy of falſe grofle & abſurd paflages, 
That from the conſideration therof,your Grace perceiving the intolerable 
evills foreſaids contained therein, may be pleaſed xo repreſent the fame to 

B our 
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our gracious Soveraigne, and in our behalfs humbly ro beſeech his Ma- 
jeſtie , ſo much wronged by the many foul and falſe relations , ſuggeſted 
and perſwaded to him as trueths , and by ſtealing the protegion of His 
Royall Name and Authoritie to the patrocinie of ſuch a Book : To be 
pleaſed firſt to call in the ſaid Book, and thereby to ſhew his diſlike there- 
of : Next to give Commiſſion and warrant, To cite all ſuch parties as are 
either knowne or ſuſpe& to have hand init, and to appoint ſuch as His 
Majeſtie knowes to be cither authors , informers, or any wayesacceſlarie, 
being Natives of this Kingdome , To be ſent hither to abide their tryall 
and cenſure before the Judge Ordinary, and in ſpeciall Maſter Walter B al- 
canquell,now Deane of Durham , who is known and hath profeſſed co be 
the author, at leaſt a vower and maintainer of a great part thereof; that by 
their examplar puniſhment , others may be deterred from ſuch dangerous 
courſes, as in ſuch a way to raiſe ſedition betwixt the King and His Sub- 
jets , Gods honour may be vindicate from ſo high contempt, His Ma- 
jeſties j1ſtice may appear , not only in cutting away ſuch Malefacors,bur 
in diſcouraging ali ſuch under-miners of His throne, His loyall and loving 
Subjects ſhall be infinitly contented to be cleared before the world of fo 
falſe and unjuſt imputarions,and will live hereafter in the greater ſecuritie, 
when ſo dangerous acourſe of {edition is prevented , and {o will have the 
greater and greater cauſe to pray for His Majeſties long and proſperous 
Reigne. 


His Majeſties Commiſioner in Councell having received the ſaid ſupplica- 
tion , promiſed to impart the ſame to His Majeſty , and to report his 
diligence therein, | 


The Supplication of the Aſſembly to His «Ml a- 
jeſties High Commiſsioner, and the Lords of 
ſecret Councell. 


=P Ee the Generall Aſſembly , conſidering with all humble 
and thankfull acknowledgement, the many recent fa- 
* yours beſtowed upon us by His Majeſtie , and that there 
2/5 reſteth nothing for crowning of His Majeſties incom- 
2 parable goodneſſe towards us, bur that all the members 
EESIARAEDMY of this Kirk and Kingdom bejoyned in one and the ſame 
Confeſhon and Covenant with God , with the Kings Majeſtic , and 
amongſt our ſelves: _ conceiving the main lett and impediment to this 
{o good a work, and ſo much wiſhed by all,to have beenthe Informations 
made to His Majeſtie , of our Intentions to ſhake off civill and dutifull 
obedience due to Soveraignity , and to diminiſh the Kings greatneſſe and 
authoritic , and being moſt willing and deſirous to remove this and all 
ſuch impediments which may hinderand impede fo full and perfe& an 
Union,and for clearing of our loyaltie , W E E: in our own names.,and in 
name of all the reſt of the Subjets and Congregations whom we repre- 
ſent,do now in all humility repreſent to your Grace, His Majeſties Com- 
miſstoner, 
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miffioner;aad che Lords of His Majeftics 'moft Honoutible Privie Coun- 
cell , and declares before God and the world, that we riever had nor have 

any thought 'of with-drawimg our telves trot that humble and ditifall 

obedience to His Majeſtie , and to his government , which by the deſcent 

and under the reign of 107. Kings is moſt chearfully acknowledged by us 

and our predeceflors: and thix we tiever had , nor haVe any ifitention nor 

deſire to attempt any thing that may tead to the diſhonour of God, or the 

diminution of the Kings greatnefſe nd arkhoritic : Bur on the contrary, 

acknowledging our quietnefle , ſtabilitie and happineſle to depend up- 

on the ſafery: of the Kings Majeftits Perſon, and maintenance of His 

ereancfieandroyall authority Whois Gods V ice-getent ſer over us, for 

_ the maincenance of Religron and mihiftration ot .Jeftice, Wee Fave 

folemnly ſworn and do {ſweare:, mot only our mutuall concurrence and 

aſſiftance for rhe'cauſe 'of Religion, and tothe rirermoſt of our power, 

wich our means and lives;ro ſtand tothedefenceof our dread Soveraſgne, 

his perſon and axhority, in prefervation and defence 'of the rrue Religion, 

Liberties nnd Lawes of this Kirkand Kmgdome, butalfo m every cauſe 

which may concerne His Majeſttes hononr, fhall accordmgrtothe Lawes 

of this Kingdom , andthe duetres of good Subjefs, concurre with'our 

triends and followers m quiet inanner,or m Armes;as we ſhall be required 
of His Majeſtie, His Councell,or any having his authority. And therefore 
being moſt defirousto cleare our felves of all nmparation of this kinide,mmd 
following the laudable example of our predeceflurs, 1589. do moſt ham- 
bly ſupplicare your Grace, His Majeſties Commiſſioner, and the Lords of 
His Majeſties moſt honourable Privie Councell, co. enjoyn by A@ of 
Councell , that this Confefſion and Covenant , which , as a reſtimony of 
our fidelity to God, and loyalcie ro onr King, wehave ſubſcribed, be ſab- 

ſcribed by all His Majeſties SubjeRts,of whar rank and quality foever. 


| The A of the Lords of Councell at Edinburgh, 
Aug. 40.1639. contaming the Anſwer of the © 
preceding Supphication. 


He which day in preſence of the Lord-Commiſſioner and 
) the Lords of Prive. Councell , compeired perſonally 
& ohm Earle of Rothes , Fames Earle of Montroſe ; Fuhn 
2 L ay. Lord Lowdown , Sit George Sterling of Keir Knight, Sit 
\O8 NAD d P Williams Douglas of Cavers Knight , Sir Henry Wrad of 
EDI Bonyroun Knight , Job» Smyrh Butgalſe of Edinbilrgh, 
Mr. Robert Burthay Proveft of Irwing, Mr. Alexander Henderſon Miniſter 
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of Privie Councell , and according to the deſire thereof, ordaines the ſaid 
Conteſſion and Covenantto be ſubſcribed in time coming by all His 
Majeſtics Subje&s of this Kingdome,, of what ranke and quality ſo- 
ever. | 


The Kings Majeſties Commiſs1oners 


Declarations. 


5 ESR He which day His Majeſties Commiſſioner, and Lords of 
2 T Y Councell, atter the receiving of the Supplication of the Gene- 
IR rall Aſſembly , anentthe ſubſcribing of the Covenant, having 

returned to the Afﬀembly , His Majeſties Commiſſioner in 
name of the Councell, declared ; that he had received the Supplication of 
the Aſſembly , deſiring that the Covenant might receive the force of an 
' Acof Councell, to be ſubſcribed by all His Majeſties Subjects, that they 
had found the deſire ſo fair and reaſonable,that they conceived themſelves 
bound in duety rogrant the ſame; and thereupon have made an Ad of 
Councell to that effe& : and thar there reſted now the Act of Aſſembly. 
And that he himſelf was ſo fully ſatisfied, that he came now as His Maje- 
ſties Commiſſioner to conſent tully unto it : and that he was moſt willing 
that it ſhould be enacted here in this Aſſembly , to oblige all His Maje- 
ſties Subjes to ſubſcribe the ſaid Covenant, with the Aſſemblies expla- 
nation. And becauſe there was a third thing deſired, His ſubſcription as 
the Kings Commiſſioner, unto the Covenant, which he behooved to do, 
with a Declaration in writ, and he declared as a Subje& , he ſhould ſub- 
ſcribe the Covenant as (ſtrily as any , with the Aflemblies Declarations 
bur as His Majeſtics Commiſſioner in his name behooved to prefix to his 
ſubic ription , the Declaration following , which no Scots Subjes ſhould 
ſubſcribe,or have the benefit of,no not himſelf as Earle of Traquair. The 
tenor whereof follows : | 
CeEcing this Aſſembly , according to the laudable form and cuſtome 
| kJ heretofore kept inthe like caſes, have in an humble and dutifull way, 
ſupplicate to us His Majeſtics Commiſſoner , and the Lords of His Maje- 
ſties moſt honourable Privie Councell , That the Covenant, with the ex- 
planation of this Aſſembly , might be ſubſcribed : And to that effe& thar 
all che Subje&s of this Kingdome by Acof Councell be required to doe 
the ſame: And that therein for vindicating themſelves from all ſuſpitions 
of diſloyaltic , or derogating from the greatneſſe and authoritie of our 
dread Soveraigne, havetherewith added a Clauſe, whereby this Covenant 
is declared one in ſubſtance with that which was ſubſcribed by His Maje- 
ſties Father of bleſled memory 1580, 1581,1590. and oftner fince renew- 
ed. Therefore I as His Majeſties Commiſſoner, for the full ſatisfation 
of the Subjeds.and for ſertling a perfet Peace in Church and Kingdome, 
doe according to my foreſaids Declaration and Subſcription,ſubjoyned to 
the Ad ofthis Aſſembly of the date the 17.0f this inſtant,allow ane con- 
ſent that the Covenant be ſubſcribed throughour allthis Kingdome. _ 
witnes whereof I have ſubſcribed the premiſſes. —— 
Like 
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Like as His Majeſties Commiſsioner , read and gave 
im the Declaration following , of his conſent to the 
At of the Aſſembly 17. Auguſt , anent the cauſes 
of our by-gone evils. 


OR For Earle of Traquair , His Majeſties Commiſſioner in 
»y this preſent Aſſembly , doe in His Majeſties Name de- 
2 Clare, that notwithſtanding of His Majeſties own incli- 
> nation , and many other grave and weightie confiderati- 


a; UÞ PAS Ons, yet ſuch is His Majeſties incomparable goodnefle, 
V1 2 that for ſcrtling the preſent diſtractions , and giving fall 
ſatisfa the Subjet, He doth allow, like as I His Majeſties Com- 


miſſioner do conſent to the foreſaid A,& have ſubſcribed the premiſles. 


Like as His Majeſties Commiſsioner read and gave 
in the Declaration following : 


E722 T is alwayes hereby declared by me His Majeſties Commiſ- 
229] [> fioner, That the practiſe of the premiſles,prohibired within this 
229) (32 Kirk and Kingdome ,outwith the Kingdome of Scotland , ſhall 
Ears never bind norinferre cenſure againſt the praftiſes outwith the 
Kingdome : which when the Commiſſioner required ro be inſert in the 
Regiſter of the Kirk , and the Moderator inname of the Aſſembly,refuſed 
ro give warrant for ſuch praQiſe, as not agreeable with a good conſcience, 
His Grace urged, that it ſhould be recorded, art leaſt that he made ſuch a 
Declaration , whatſoever was the Aſſemblies Judgement in the contrair : 
And ſo it is to be underſtood to be inſert here onely recitative. 


At ordaining the ſubſcription of the Confeſsion of Faith 
and Covenant,with the Aſſemolies Declaration. 


DC He Generall Aſſembly conſidering the great happinefle which 
» may flow from a full and perfe& Union of this Kirk and King- 
+ dome, by joyning of all in one and the ſame Covenant with 

= God, with the Kings Majeſtic, and amongſt our ſelves, having 
by our great Oath declared the uprightnefle and loyaltic of our intentions 
in all our proceedings, and having withall ſupplicated His Majeſties high 

Commiſhoner,8 the Lords of His Majeſties honorable Privie Councell, 
to injoyn by AR of Councell, all the Lieges in time coming ro ſubſcribe 
the Confeffion of faith and Covenant , which as a teſtimogy of our fide- 
lity to God and loyaltiero our King, we have ſubſcribed ; And ſeeing His 
Majeſties high Commilſsioner,and the Lords of His Majeſties honourable 
Privie Councell , have granted the defire of our Supplication , ordaining 


by 
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by Civil) authority, all His Majeſties Lieges in time comming , to ſub- 
foribe the forefaid Covenaritr,, that ebr Union wy bee the nor tulll 
atd perfet, Weby our Ac and Conſtitution Ecclefinſticall , do ap- 
proove the forefaid Covenatit, in all the Heads and Chufes there- 
of, und ordaits of new , i thder all Ecclefiafticall conture , that All the 
Maſters of Univerſities , Colledges , and Schooles, all Schollers at the 
paſing of their degrees , all perſons ſuſpe& of Papiſtty., of ariy'orherer- 
rour; and finally , all the members of this Kirk and Kingdome,, ſubſcribe 
theſame with theſe words prefixed to their ſubſcription : The Article of 
this Covrnant , which was at the firſt frbſcriprion veftrred to the determination 
4 the Generall Aſſenibly , bring determined. Anil thereby the five Articles of 
Perth , the government of the Kirk by Bifhups , the civill places and power of 
Kirk men , uponthe reaſons and #1 vunds contained in the 4ts of the General 
Aſſembly declared to be wnlawfoll within rhit Kirk , ive ſubſoyibe according to 

the determination foreſaid. Amid ordainsrve Coyenant , with this Dett:- 

ratic:n , tobe inſert in the Regifters of the Aſtemblies ofthis Kirk', Ger:e- 

rall , Provinciall , and Presbyteriall, ad perpetuam rei memoriam ; an: inall 

}:mility ſupplicates His Majcſties tigh Commilsjonet , and the honour- 

ble Eſtates of Parliament, by their authority, to ratifie and injoyne the 

{ame. 1:nder all civil paines, which will tend co the glory of God, preſer- 

v2: not Religion ,the Kings Majeſties honour, and pertec peace of this 

EKikand Kingdome. 


» I» * I -4 - WS = 4 "4a & a5 
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Aug. 30. 1639. 
eAt anent Appellations. 


Sz%3He Aſſembly appointed thar in all time heteafrer, no Appellati- 

T $9" ſhould be , leaping over either Presbyrerie or Synod , bur 
© ro aſcend by degrees as froth the Kirk Seſsion ro thePtesbyrty, 
GED oc from the Presbyterie to the Synod, and from the Synod to 
the Generall Aſſembly, except it beafter the Synod be paſt, and immedi- 
arly before che Generall Aſſembly , or in checime thereof, and renews all 
former Acts made to this effec. 
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Att anent advifing with $ ynods and Presbyteries 
before determination in N(vvo8tions.. 


ESE3He Generall Aſſembly deſiring that the intended Reformatior 
T4 being recovered , may be eſtabliſhed, Ordains , that no Novati- 
on which may diſturbe the peace of the Church, and make divi- 


= fion, be ſuddenly proponed and ehadted : But ſaas the motion 
be firſt communicatero the ſeverallSynods , Presbyteries and Kirks, thar 
the matrer nay be approved by all at home , and Cominiſsjoners may 
come well prepared , unanimouſly to conclude a {olide deliberation upor 
theſe points in the Generall Aſſembly. | 


- Af 
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Aﬀ anent Miniſters Catechiſmg , and” © 
Family Exerciſes. | 


SEMRIzHec Aſſembly conſidering thatthe long waited-for fruics of the 
bo T De Goſpel , ſo mercifully planted and preſerved in this Land,and 

\the Reformation of our ſelves, and Families, ſo ſolemnly 
EXE owed to God of late in our Covenant, cannot take effe&t,cx- 
cept the knowledge & worſhip of God be caried from the Pulpit to. cvery 
family within each Pariſh, hath therefore appointed that every Miniſter, 
beſides his paines on the Lords day,ſhall have weekly: catechiſing of fame 
part ofthe Paroch , and not altogether caſt over the examination of the 
people,till a Jittle before the Communion. Alſo thatin every Familie the 
worſhip of God be ereed , where it is not both Morning and Evening, 
- andthar the Children and Servants be catechiſed at home, by the Maſters 
of the Families, whereof account ſhall be taken by the Miniſter,and Elders 
aſiſting him in the viſitation of every Family: And leſt they fail,thar viſi- 
ration of the ſeverall Kirks be ſeriouſly followed by every Presbyterie,for 
this end among others. The execution and ſucceſſe whereof, being tried 
by the Synods,let it be repreſented roche next Generall Aſſembly. 


Sefſ. XXIIII. 3o. Aug. ameridie. 
T he Aſſemblies Supplication to the Kings Majeſtie. 
Moſt Gractous Soveraigne, EIT > 
Fx27Ee Your Majeſties moſt humble and. loyall SubjeRs, the 
Fay SLE Commilſsioners tromallthe parts of his yes Majeſties an- 
W KS cientand Native Kingdome, and members of the Nationall 
; 2 Aſſembly,conveened at Edinburgh by Your Majeſties ſpeci- 
JE NE: all indiction, and honourcd with the preſence of Your Ma- 
jeſties high Commilſsioner, have becn waiting for a day of rejoycing, and 
of ſolemne Thankſgiving to be rendred ro God by this whole Kirk and 
Kingdome, for giving us a King ſo juſt and religious , that it is not only 
- Jawtull for us to be Chriſtians under Your Majeſttes government, which 
ſonierime hath been thegreateſt praiſe of great Princes ,-bur alſo thar it 
hath pleaſed Your gracious Majeſtie, to make known that it is Your Roy- 
all will and pleaſure , that all matters Ecclefiaſticall be dererminedin free 
Nationall Aſſemblies, and matters civill in Parliaments, which is a moſt 
noble and ample expreſsion of Your Maſjeſties juſtice , and we truſt ſhall 
bea powerful mean of our common happineſle under your Majeſties moſt 
bleſſed Reign. In the mean while we do moſt humbly,upon the knees of 
our hearts,blefſe yourMajeſty for that happineſle already begun in the late 
Aſſembly at Edinburgh , in the proceedings whereof,next under God,we 
have laboured to approve our ſelves unto Your Majeſties Vice-gerent, as 


if Your Majcſties eyes had been upon vs, which was the defire of our 
ſouls, 
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ſouls, and would have beene the matter of our full rejoycing, and doe ſtill 
continue Your Majeſties moſt himble ſtpplicafits- for Y our Majeſties ci- 
vill ſanQion and ratificion of the conſtitutions of the Aſſembly in Par- 
liament ; Thar your Majcſties Prificely power, ahd the Eccleſiaſticall Au- 
thority joyning in one , the mutuall embracements of religionand juſtice, 
of truth and peice miay be ſcen in this Land , which ſhall be to us a$4 
reſurte&Rion from the dead ,and ſhall make us , being nor only fb farre re- 
covered, but alſo revived; to fill Heaven and Earth with our preifes,and to 
pray that King Cans = 5 iflay be more and more blefled , and His 
throne eſtabliſhed before the Lord for ever, 


He «Aſſembly appoints the next Genetall Aſſembly , to ſit at Aberdene 
the laſt Tueſday of July next , 1640. years. And warneth all Precby- 
terves , lniverſities aud Burrows , #8 ſendtheir Commiſsioners , for keeping the 
ſamine. CAndihercafter vhe Aſſembly was concluded by giving of t 6.3 by 
the HMdet aver , and ſinging of 4 P[almt ; according t0 the cuſtorne. 


GENERALL 
 -, CONVEENED ue! 
Act ABzRDENE Fuly28. 1640. 


Sel. IT. 29. Fuly 1640: 


He Aſſembly having paſt the firſt day before - they 

WS would make any AR in attending of His Majeſtics 

e& Commiſſioner. 

a9 This day the Moderator openly asked in face of the 

= Aſcmbly , if there was any Commiſſioner come from 
( rd His Majeſtic : And finding there was none, the Aſſem- 

bly proceeded according totheir Liberties. 


| Overtures givenin by the Committee appointed by the 

. laſt Aſſembly, anent the ordering of the Aſſembly- 

- bouſe : Which being read in audience of the Aſſembly 
they approved the ſame. FE 


He Aﬀembly finds ir expedient for the ordering of the Houſe 
| in all crime coming , that the Commiſſioners fit together un- 


ez ſome other way divided from the ſears of others , and that 
ICSS89) places be provided without the bourids of the Commitlion- 
_ ers ſearsto perſons of reſpe& , who are not Commiſſioners , and others 
according to their qualities,as the Magiſtrates of che Town ſhall find moſt 
convenient. £7 OUS; | 
Alſo that the Commiſſioners, having received tickets from the Magi- 
ſtrates of theBurgh,at the delivery of cheir Comiſfions, wherby they may 
 haveready acceſſe tothe Afſemblie-Houſe and place appointed for them, 
do keep the hour of meeting preciſely,&whoſoever comes after the time, 
or ſhall be found abſent at the calling of the Rols , to be cenſured as the 
Aſſemblie ſees fitting : And wharſoever Presbyterie , Burgh or Univerſi- 
tic, ſhall not ſend Commiſſioners, or NN ſent from them doe 
not 


IF mixt., and that the places where they lit be railed about, or - 


II. 


IIT. 


IIIL. 
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hot core at all r6rfie Aſerhbly, be ſutfeflotid witothe next Aſſembly, 
indeenſuted as the-Aſſetribly {ball firid reaſonable. ©. : 
{ - That tours priſttis of reſpe@ have watdbnt from the Aﬀſembly to in- 
joyne that there be no ſtanding ,no din , nor diſorderly behaviours And 
ifany ſhall diſobey them , or direR his ſpeech to any , except to the Mo- 
derator, and that one at once with leave firſt asked and given, tobe rebu- 
ked publikely by theModerator: and iflie defiſt not be removed our of the 
Aſſembly for that Seſhon. 0”, 6 rp . -. . 

Tha nd motion fome.inunto the Aﬀetnbly but by-che Committee 
zppointed for matters of that nature : and 'if the Commirree refuſe ro an- 
—_ the ſame, let it be proportd to the Aﬀembly with the reaſons there- 
of. | | | | 
That the minutes of ilk Seſſion be read before theirrifing ,” and if the 
matter concerne the whole Kirk, let it bedrawn up in forme and readin 
the begining of the next enſuing Seſſion , that the Aſſembly may judge 
whether ornot it bee according to their minde. 


. eAT anent the demoliſhing of Idolatrous 


e ALonuments. 


Sg STOraſmuch as the _ is informed , that ia divers places 
ES of this Kingdome , and ſpecially inthe North parts of che 
KS ſame , many Idolatrous Monuments , ere&ted and mide tor 
Religious worſhip , re yer extant, Such as Cracifixes, Ima- 

2 ges of Chriſt, Mary, and Saints departed,ordaines the ſaids 
all convenient diligence: and that theicare of this work ſhall be incumbent 
to the Presbyteries and Provincialt Afſemblies within this Kingdome, 


and their Commiſſioners to report their diligence herein-to- the nexr 


Generall Aſſembly. 


Ad againſt Witches and Charmers. 
YT eB yFHe Aſſembly ordaines all Miniſters withinthe Kingdome,care- 
T: 


"T..& fully to fake notice of Charmers , Witches, and all ſuqh abu- 
SEE ſers of the people, and ro'urge the As of Parliament , to be 
exccure apainft them : And thar'the Commiſſioners from the 


— 


Afſemblyto the Parliament , ſhall recomrhehd to theſaidſupremeJudi- 
| —_ care ofthe exccution of the Lawes againſt ſich perſons inthe 


moſt behooveſull way. 


RE £ : 
. - 
2 » 
#3 3 : 
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-* If for cenfuring ſpeakers againſt the Covenant. 


He Aſſembly ordaines , [that ſuch as have ſubſcribed the Cove- 
V7 nant and ſpeakes againſt the ſame , if he be a Miniſter , ſhall be 

| deprived; andif he continue fo}, being deprived , ſhall be ex- 
communicate : And if he be any, other man, ſhall be dealc wich 
as perjured , and fatisfie publikely for his perjury. 


NPE 


bs 7 - wo 


. Seſl. X. 5. Aug. 1640. 
Att againſt Expetlants refufmg to ſubſcribe 


the Covenant. 


He Aſſembly ordaines, that if any —_—_— ſhall refuſe ro ſub- 

T ſcribe the Covenant, he ſhall be dechared uncapable of a Peda- 

gogie, teaching ofa School, reading ata Kirk, Preaching with- 

in a Presbyterie, and ſhall nor have libertic of reſiding within 

a Burgh, Univerſitic , or Colledge : Andif they continue obſtinate , to 
be proceſled. | _ 


b 


x —_ —. 4 1 


He Generall Aſſembly appoints the next Aſſembly, to be in S, Andrews 

" | the third Tweſaay of July 1 dar. £6 that the Moderator in aconveni- 
ent way;by the ſecret Councell , or otherwiſe as may beſt ſerve, requeſt the Kings 
Majeſtic to ſend his Commiſsioner to the ſaid Aſſembly. A 4 any exigent 
fall ous, that the Presbyterie of Edinburgh give advertiſement for an Aſſembly 
Pro re nata, 


4 C23 
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FINIS. 


Sel. L:: 20. Zuly 1 6 41. 

lohn Earle of VVeymes, Hu e ajeſties Commiſ- 
ſtoner, preſented Hu Majeſues Letter to the Aſſer- 
bly, whereof the tenor followeth. 


=—_—_ Ruſtic and welbeloved, Wee greet you well. 
SHA lt is no ſmall part of Our Royall care and de- 
32) fires,that the true Reformed Religion, wherein 
S# > by the grace of God, Wereſolvetoliveand 
SY if dye, be ſcttled peaceably'in that Qur ancient 
and native Kingdome of Scot/and, andithar the 
ſame be truly taught , and univerſally teceived 
and profeſſed: by Our Subjedts there , of all 
| degrees. For preventing of all divifion and 
trouble hereafter , We did intend in Our Own 
Royall Perſon , to have been preſent at this Aſſembly , but conceiving ir 
ro be unfitting , to detaine the Miniſters from their particular charges, 
till the time of Our coming to the Parliament, We have reſolved to make 
knowne unto you by theſe , and by Our Commiſſioner , That in the ap- 
proching Parliament , it is Our intention by Our authority , to ratifie and 
confirm the Conſtitutions of the late Aſſembly at Edraburgh , that they 
may be obeyed by all Our Subjetts living in that Our Kingdome. And 
that We will take into Our Royall conſideration , by what meanes the 
Churches belonging to Our preſentation, when any of them ſhall happen 
to vaik , may be beſt provided with well qualified Preachers : Like as We 
are not unwilling to grant preſentations unto ſuch as in theſe times of 
crouble have entred into the Miniſterie, providing they havebeen examin- 
ed by the Presbyteries , and approved by them : Becauſe. We want not 
Our own feares of the decay of Learning in that Church and Kingdome, 
We 


i. 
' 


— 


The General Aſſembly, 1 6 4. 1. 19 
Weintendalfo to conſider of the beſt meanes for helpingthe Schooles 
and Colledpes of Learning eſpecially of Divinity , that there may be ſuch 
2nomberot Preachers there,as that each Pariſh having a Miniſter,and the 
Goſpel being preached in the moſt remore parrs of the Kingdome;all-Our 
Subjects may raſte of Our care in that kinde , and have more and more 
cauſe to bleffe God that we are ſer over them. And finally ,' ſo tender is 
Our care, that it ſhall not be Oar faulr if rhe Churches and Colledges 
there flouriſh not in Learning and Religion : For which Royailreſtimonie 
of Our goodnefle , We requirenothing upon your -part , bur that which 
God hath bormd you unto , even that you be faithfull inthe charge com- 
mitted unto you, and care for the ſoules of the people : That you ſtudy 
Peace and Unity amongſt your ſelves, and amongſt the people, again{t all 
Schiſme and Fadtion ;. and that you nor only pray for Us, bur that you 
teach the People, which We truſt-are not unwilling to pay that honour 
and obedience which they owe unto Us, as his Vicegerent ſet overther1, 
fortheir good z wherein - We expe& you will by your good example 02 
beforethem. Which hoping you will doe, We bid you farewell. Fro 
Our Court at Whitehall , the 10.day of Fuly 1641. th 


_ 


-.:, Set. LL 28. Fuly 16 41. 
Af approvingthe Overtures of the Aſſembly at Aber- 
dene, for ordering the Aſſembly- Houſe. 


E©24X* He Overtures for ordering the Aſſembly-Houſe, given into ,and 
5 T8 approved bythe Aſſembly' of Aberlene the 29. Fuly 1640. AR 

ERIK Sell. 2. were openly read , and again approved by this Aſſembly, 
and ordained to be kept the whole time thereof. 


I 


Seſl. \V, 30. Fuly I 6 + I, 
eAt anent old Miniſters brutking their Benefices. 
SFOegHe. Aſlembly beving conſidered the Supplication given 


| [ON in by Doctor Robert Howie , Proveſt: of the New Col- 
Om | & ledge of S- Andrews, whereby he craved, that ( notwith- 
* Z 4 | A p 


ſtanding of his diſmiſſhon of his charge \) he ſhould nor 
be prejudged of his full proviſion and maintenance du- 
ring his liferime : The Aſſembly thinks ic fir and neceſ- 
ſary , that his proviſion and maintenance'ſhould not be 
diminiſhed , bur thar he ſhould injoy the ſame fully ,as of before , during 
all che dayes of his life-time , and craveth his diſmiſſion to be only bur a 
ceſſation from his charge , becauſe of his age and inabiliry : And declares, 
that old Miniſters and profeſlors of Divinitie, ſhall nor by their — 

rom 
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from their charge , through age and inabllitic, be pur, from injoying their 
old maintenance and dignity. And recommends this and others the like 
things , concerning the eſtate of that Univerlſitie of S. cAndrews, tothe 
Parliament, and the Viſitation to be R—_— fromthe Aſſembly and 
Parliament, And likewiſe the Aſſembly being informed , that the ſaid 
Doctor Howte hath been very painfull in his charge , and that he hath di- 
vers papers which would be very profitable for the Kirk : Thereforethey 
think fit , that the ſaid doctor Howie: be defired to collect theſe papers, 
which doeth concerne , and may be profitable for the uſe of the Kirk,thar 
the ſamine may be ſhowne to the Viſitors of the ſaid Univerſitie. 


Seſl. VIII. 2. Aug. 1641. a meridie. 
AT againſt ſudden receiving Miniſters depoſed. 


WIRE He Aſſembly ordaines , that Miniſters who are depoſed either by 
= | {& Presbyteries , Synods , or Generall Aſſemblies, or Committees 
Sx from Aſſemblies: for the publike cauſe of the Reformation and 
ordcr ot this Kirk, ſhall not be ſuddenly received againe to the Miniſteric, 
till they firſt evidence their repentance both before the Presbyterie and 
Synod , within the bounds where they were depoſed , and thereafter the 


ſamine reported to the next enſuing Generall Afſembly. 


Sel. IX. Aug. 3. 1641. 


The Overtures under-written , concerning the Uniuerſutics and Colledges of this 
Kingdome , tobe repreſented by the General. Aſſembly , to the Kings Majeſty 
and Parliament,being openly read,the Aſſembly approved the ſaids Overtures, 
and ordained thews to be recommended to the Parhament, 


PR Irſt , becauſe the good eſtate both of the Kirk and Common- 

FT: 3& wealth,dependcth mainly upon the flouriſhing of Univerſities 
-- dy and Colledges, as the Seminaries of beth , which cannor be 
OOITS expected,unlefſe the poore meanes which they have,be helped, 
and ſufficient revenues be provided for them and the ſame well imployed: 
Therefore that our of the rents of Prelacies, Collegiat or Chapter- Kirks, 
or ſuch like, a ſufficient maintenance be provided for a competent number 
of Profeſſors, Teachers, and Burſers in all faculties, and eſpecially in Di- 
vinitie, and forupholding , repairing , and enlarging the Fabrick of the 
Colledges, furniſhing Libraries, and ſuchlike good ules in every Univer- 
ſitie and Colledge. 

Next for keeping of good order , preveening and removing of abuſes, 
and promoving of pietie and learning , it is very needfull and expedient, 
that there be a communion and correſpondencie kept betwixt all the 
Univerſities and Colledges. And therefore that it be ordained,that _ 

E 
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bea meeting once every year at ſuch times and places as. ſhall be agreed 
upon , of Commiſſioners trom SL Paiverity and Colledge to conſult 
and determine upon the common affairs , and whatſoever may concerne 
rhem;, tor the ends above-ſpecified', and who alſo, or ſome of their num- 
ber may repreſent what ſhall be needfull and expedient for the ſameefteR, 
to Parliaments and Generall Aſſemblies. xt | | 

Trem , that ſpcciall care be had that the places of the Profeſſors, eſpeci- 
ally of Profeſſors of Divinity in every Univerſity and Colledge, Be filled 
with the ableſt men , and beſt affe&ed ro the Reformation and order of 
this Kirk, | '* Tp 8: TT oy 


Sn 4a 


' A8 againſt Impiety and Schiſme_. 


&S He Aſſembly ſeriouſly conſidering the preſent caſeand 
AY. condition of this Kirk & Kingdom, what great things the 
><} Lord hath done for us, eſpecially ſince the renewing of 
| 3 Wm Covenant, notwithſtanding our former backſliding 

EP Rods and deſertion; and if we ſhall either become remifle in 

b ya) TG/IS the dueties of Piety, or ſhall not conſtantly hold & keep 
our Reugion, unto which we have bound our ſelves ſo ſtraitly & ſolemn- 
ly , what diſhonour we doe unto the game of Gad before men, who have 


their eyes upoh us, and how great judgements we = upon our ſelves, 


upon theſe and the like conſiderations , The Aſſembly doth finde it moſt 
neceſlary to ſtirre up themſelves , and to provokeall.others both Miniſters 
and people..ot all degrees , not only to the religious exerciſes of publike 
worſhip inthe Congregation, and of private. worſhip in their Families, 
and of every one by themſclves apart, bur alfo ro rhe dueties of mutuall 
edification,by inſtrucion,admonition;exhorting one another ro forward= 
nefſe in Religion,and comforting one another in. whatſoever diſtreſſe;and 
that in-all cheir meetings , whither in the way. of civill converſation,or by 
reaſon of their particular callings , or any other occaſion offered by divine 

rovidence, no corrupt communication proceed wut of their mouth , bur 
that which is good tothe uſe of edifying , that-it may miniſter grace unto 
the hearers: Andbecaulethe beſt-means have bten,, and may ſtill be de- 
ſpiſed or abuſed , and particularly the duetie of mutuall edification,which 
hath been ſollitelein uſe. , and ſo few. know: hay.to practiſe in the right 
manner, may be upon the one part ſubje@ to the mocking of ungodly and 
worldly men , who cannorendurethar in others, \which they are not 
willing to praRiſe them(elves,and upontheother part,ro:manyerrors and 
. abuſes,to which the god'y rhrough their weaknes may fall;or by the craf- 

rineſſ&ofothers may be:drawn into, ſuchas are Error, Herefie, Schilme, 
Scandall, Self-conceit ; and deſpiſing of others,, preſſing above the.com- 
mon calling of Chriſtians,8-uſurpingthat which.s,proper to chePaſtoral 


Vocation,contempt-or miſregard of the publike means, idle andunprofit- 
| _ able 
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able queſtions which edifie not, unchatitable cenſurings, negle& of duties 
in particular callings , buſineſſe in other mens Matters and Callings ,' and 
many ſuch others in dorine,charity, and mannefs, which hive dolcfully 
rent the bowels of other Kirks , to the great prejudice of the Goſpel. 
| Therefore the Aſſembly, moved with the zeal of God againſt all abu- 
ſes and corruptions , and according to their manifold obligations , moſt' 
earneſtly deſiring and thirſting to promove the work of Reformation, and 
ro havethe comfort & power of true godlineſle {enfible ro every ſoul,and 
Religion to be univerſally practiſed inevery Family , atid by evety perſon 
at all occaſions , Doth charge all the Miniſters and Members of this Kirk 
whom they doe repreſent ,. that according te their ſeverall places and vo- 
cations , they endeavour to ſuppreſle all impiety and mocking of religious 
exctciſes , eſpecially of ſuch as put fouile alperſions , and taQious or odi- 
ous names upon the godly. . And upon the other part , that in the tear of 
God they beaware and ſpiritually wiſe , that under the riame and pretext 
of religious exerciſes, otherwayes lawfull and neceſſary,they fall nor into 
the aforeſaid abuſes 4 eſpecially , that they eſchew all meetings which are 
apt to breed Error , Scandall , Schilme, negle of dueties and particular 
callings,and ſuch other eyills as arethe works, not of the ſpirix, but of the 
fleſh, and are contrary totruth and peace; andthat the Presbyrerics and 
Synods have a cateto take order with ſuch as.tranſgrefſe the qne. way or 
the other. wo ni 


« = 
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Seſſ. XITI1. 6. Aug-1 64-1. 4mevide. 
At anent Novations. | 


WIX7Inaceit hath pleaſed God to vouchſafe us the libertie of yearly 

* Generall Aſſemblies, Ir is ordained according to the Acts of 

& the Aſſembly ar Edinburgh 1639. anid at Aberdene , 1640. that 

RY no Novation in dodrine, worſhip, or government, be broughe 

in,or practiſed inthis Kirk , unleſſcir be firſt propounded, examined, and 

allowed in the Generall Aſſembly , and that tranſgreffors in this kinde be 
cenſured by Presbyteries and Synods. my | 


Aa Sefl. XV. 7. Aug. 1 64 ibs 
 Overtures anent Burſars, and Expefants. 


The Overtures wnder-written being openly read in audience of the A(ſembly,were 
approved, and declared by them to be Adis of the Aſſembly,in all time coming, 
t0 be obſerved reſpective, 45s the ſamine bears. 7 5: 

=:#*Hec Aſſembly thinks meet for maintaining of Burfars of Divinicie, 

3T & that every Presbytecrie that conſiſts of twelve Miniſters,, ſhall 

#EFP maintain a Burſar,and wherethe number is fewer nor twelve, ſhall 

be joyned with theſe out of another Presbyrerie where their number ex- 

4 ceeds : 
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ceeds : wherethis courſe is not already kepr,it is to be begun without lon- 
er delaycevery Provinctall.is ordained togive an accompr of their 
number of Burſars, that is conſtantly to be entertained by their Province, 
at thenexticnſuing Generall Aſſtmbly. gn 
No Expedtant ſhall be permitted to preachiin publike before a Con- 
oregation , till firſt he de xryed afrerthe ſame manner , howbeit not alro- 
gether with that accuracie which is injoyned by the AR of the Aſlembly 
of Glaſgow $638. which:preſcribes the order and manner of tryall , that is 
ro be kept with theſe who are to be admitted to the haly Miniſtrie : and 
none {ottyed ſhalkpreach m publike., without the bounds of the Univer- 
ſity or Presbyterie where he paſt his tryalls, till. he firſt make it known to 
the other Presbyteries , where he-defires to be heard, bya teſtimonial 
fromthe Univerſitie or Presbyterie where he lived,thar.he hath bin of an 
honeſt converſation, and. paſt his :ryalls conform tothe iorder here pre- 
ſcribedz;- Which being doae in the meeting of the Provinge or Presbyte- 
ric, where he deſires to be heard ,, he is to be allowed by them ro preach 
within the bounds of that Province or Presbyterie , without any further 
tryall ro.be taken of. him. © "OP 7 A 
Expectants being educate in a Colledge that was corrupt , or under a 
corrupt Miniſter,it they themſelves have been knownto have been tainted 
with error, or oppoſice to our Covenant, and the bleſſed Work of Reftor- 
mation within this Kirk , the ſame order is to be kept in admitting them 
rothe koly Miniſtrie,or to any place in the: Colledges or Schaoles of this 
Kingdome , that was ordained to be kept in admiſſion of theſe Miniſters 
who ed our of the Countrey , and ſhew themſelves oppoſite to our Co- 
venantand Reformation. 


—_—_— 
C— 


 ARSeſl. XVII. Aug. 9. 1641. 
eAT againſt unlawfull Bands. 


TR EI 


a T 23 unto them concerning the Band, the copy whereof was preſent- 
-< +2» ed beforethem from the Parliament , doth find and declare thar 
28% Bands of this and the like nature,may not lawfully be made : By 
which Declaration the Aſſembly doth not intend to bring any cenſure for 
what is paſt,and by the wiſedome and care of the Commirree of the Par- 
liament is taken away , upon any perſon , who being required by the Mo- 
derator and the Clerk , ſhall under bis hand declare before them , That as 
the Aſſembly doth finde that the ſubſcribers are not aſtried by their 
Oath co thetenor of the ſaid Band , ſo he findeth himſelfnot to be aſtrit- 
<d by his Oath to the tenor thereof ; but the intention ofthe Aſſembly is 


mcerlyto preveat the like in time coming. 


D I 


CZzHe Aſſembly taking to their conſideration the queſtion proponed © 


I 1: 


III. 


24 The General Aſſembly, 16 4-1. 


Seſl, A V III. 9. Aug. 16 41. 4 meridie. 


A Letter from ſome «M miſters in England 
to the Aſſemblie_. Ts 


Right Reverend and dear Brethren , now conveened in this General 
Aſſembly. | | | 
Pad Ec moſt heartily ſalute you in the Lord , rejoycing with 
WW? you in his unſpeakable goodneſle, ſo miraculouſly pro\- 
Ta pering your late endeavours , both for the reſtoring an1 
Fx ferrling of your own Liberties and Priviledges, in 
@&? Church and common wealth ( which we heare and 
SN 8 hope he is now about to accompliſh: ) as alſo forthe oc- 
caſioming and advancing of the Worke of Reformation among or ielves, 
. for which as we daily bleſſe the higheſt Lord,ſole Author ot all our good, 
{o doe we acknowledge your ſelves worthy Inſtraments thereot. And 
for that ( beſides all other reſpes ) doe, and ever ſhall ( by the help of 
God ) hold you deare unto us, as our own bowels, and our ſelves ob!1:ed 
to render unto you all due correſpondence according to our power , upon 
all good occaſions. bs | 
And now ( deare Brethren ) foraſmuch as the Church of Chriſt js bur 
one body, each part whereof cannor but partake in the weale and woe of 
the whole, and of each other part ; and theſe Churches of Zn2land and 
Scotland , may ſeem both to be imbarqued in the ſame bortome., ro-ſink 
and ſwim together , and are ſo near conjoyned by many ſtrong tyes, not 
only as fellow-members under the ſame Head Chriſt , and felow-ſubjects 
under the ſame King ; but alio by ſuch neighbour-hood and vicinity of 
place, thar if any evill ſhall much infeſt the one , the other cannor bee 
alrogether free : or it forthe preſent it ſhould , yer in proceſle of time 1c 
would ſenſibly ſufferalſo. And foraſmuch as evills are better remedied 
in their firft begining , then after they have once taken deep root z there- 
fore we whoſe names are here under- written , in the behalt of our ſelves, 
and of many others,Miniſters of the Church of Zzglaza,are bold to com- 
mend to your conſideration (being metrogether in this venerable Afcm- 
bly ) a difference of great concernment ,which you may pleaſe ( in briet ) 
chusto underſtand. Almighty God having now of his infinite goodneſle 
raiſed up our hopes of removing the yoke of Epiſcopacie (under which 
we have ſo long groaned) ſundry other forms of Church-government are 
\ by ſundry ſorts of men projefted , to be ſet up in the roome thereof : one 
of which {( amongſt others ) is of ſome Brethren that hold the whole 
power of Church-government , and all Acts thereunto appertaining ( as 
Flection, Ordination, and Depoſition of Officers , with Admiſſion, Ex- 
communication , and Abſolution of Members ) are by divine Ordinance 
in foro extern , to be decreed by the moſt voyces, in, and of every particu- 
lar Congregation , which ( lay they ) is the utmoſt bound of a particular 
Church , cndued with power of government , and only ſome Formalities 
| of 
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of ſolemne execution to be reſerved ro the Officers (-as ſervants. of the 
faids Church ) ifthey have any, or if none, thento be performed by ſome 
other members, not in office, whom the ſaid Church ſhall appoint there- 
- unto: And that every of the ſaid particular Congregations ( whether 
they conſiſt of few or -many members, and be furniſhed with Officers or 
not ) lawfully may and ought to tranſat , derermine and execute all mat- 
rers pertaining to the government of themſelves , amongſt and within 

themſelves without any authoritative ( though not conſulatory )concur- 
renceor interpoſirion of any other perſons or Churches whatſoever, con- 
demning all imperative and deciftve power of Clafſes,or compound Preſ- 

byteries and'Synods;asa meereuſurpation. Now becauſe we conceive 
thar your judgement in this caſe -may conduce much by the bleſſing of 
God, to the ſettling of this queſtion amongſt us; Therefore we doe 
earneſtly intreat the fame at your hands , and that ſo much the rather, be- 
cauſe we ſometimes hear from thoſe of the aforeſaid judgment, that ſome 
famous and eminent Brethren , even amongſt your ſelves, doe ſomewhar 
encline unto an approbation of that way of government. Thus humbly 
craving pardon for our boldneſſe, leaving the matter to your grave con+ 
ſiderations, and expeRing anſwer at your convenient leaſure, We commit 

ou,and the ſuccefle of this your meeting,to che bleſſing of the Almighty, 


1n whom we ſhall ever remain, 


Londes , 12.Fuly.1641. Your faithful Brethren 70 ſerve you 
* | ' in allvffices of love. 


The Aſſemblies Anſwer to the Engliſh 
= eAuniſters Letter. 


Right reverend and dearly beloved Brethren in our Lord and common Saviour 
Feſas Chriſt. | | 
B29 E2gff Ec the Miniſters and Elders metFogerher in this Natio- 
2/3) nall Aſſembly,were not a little refreſhed and comforted 
by the good report which we heard of you, and others 
S&© of our Brethren of che Kirk of England, by ſome of our 
"7 Minifters, who by the good providence of our Lord had 
RED Rx cn your faces, and converſed with you. Burt now yet 
more comtorted by your Letters which we received,and which were read 
in the face ofthe Aſſembly, witneſſing your Chriſtian love,and rejoycing 
with us in God for his great and wonderfull Work'in che Reformation 
of this Kirk, and in the be i a bleſſed Reformation amongſt your 
ſelves, andthat you are ſo ſenſible of your communion and fellowſhip 
with us;, and'to defireto know our minde and judgetnent of that which 
ſome Brethren amongſt you hold, concerning Kirk-government, | 
We doe with our hearts acknowledge and wonder at thegreatand un- 
ſpeakable wiſedome , mercic, and power of our God, in reſtoring unto us 
the cruth and puritie of Religion , afrer many Back- {lidings and defection 


of ſome in this Kirk , and deſire not only to confeſſe the ſame before the 
EY D 3 . world, 
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world, and all other Chriſtian Kirkes , but alſo. doe pray fargraceto walk 
worthy of ſo wonderfull alove: We have heen helped by yaur prayers,'n 
our weak endeavours , and you have mourned with us , ( we know inthe 
dayes of our mourning ; and therefore is it that youdoe now rejayce and 
praiſe God with us : Neither are we out of hape , but the fame God ſhall 
ſpeedily perfe& that which he hath amongſt you , that yqurjoy 
may be full : which is the defire of our ſoule , and for which we doe now 
pray, and in our ſeverall Congregations will be inftant ac the throne of 

race , for this and all other ſpirituall and remparall bleſſings upon the 

irk and Kingdome of England,by name, — the like pertormance 
of mutuall love from you , and others equally minded with you, for your 
parts, till a common conſent may be obrained, even that you will recom» 
mend the Kirk of Scotland by name in your prayersto God. Thus ſhall 
we beas one people, mourning and rejoycing , praying and priifing £0- 
gether; which may be one mcane of the preſervation of Unity , and of 
many other bleflingsto us both. | ; 

We have learned by lang experience , ever ſince the time of Reforma- 
tion, and 'ſpecially after the two Kingdomes have been ( inthe gre. 
goodndfle of God to both ) united | one Head and Manarch , bir 
moſt of all of late , whichis not unknown to yau, what danger and conta» 
gion in matters of Kirk-government , of djvine worſhip, and af dodtrine, 
may come from the one Kirk tothe other , which beſide all other reaſons, 
make usto pray to God,and to defire you,and all that love the honavr of 
Chriſt , and the peace of theſe Kirks and Kingdomes , heartily to endc..- 
your , that there might be in both Kirks , one Confeſſion, one DireRory 
for publike worſhip , one Catechiſme,, and ane Forme of Kirk-govern- 
ment. Andif the Lord who hath done great things for us,ſhall be ple:- 
ſed ro hearken unto our deſires ,and co accept of our endeavours , we ſhail 
not only have a ſure foundation for a durable Peace , but ſhall be ſtrong in 
God, againſt the rifing or ſpreading of Hereſic and Schiſme amongſt our 
ſelves , and of invaſion from forraine enemies. | | 

Cancerning the diffent Formes ot Kirk-government , projected by 
ſundrie ſorrs of men, to be ſet up in place of Epiſcopall Hierarchie, which 
wetruſt is brought near unto its period , we muſt confefle, that we arena 
a lictle grievedthatany godly Miniſters and Brethren ſhould be found, 
whodoe not agree with other Reformed Kirks in the point of govern- 
ment as well as in the matter of Doctrine and worſhip, and that we wanc 
not our own feares , that where the hedge of Diſciplineand Governmeny 
is different , the DoQrine and Worſhip thall not long continue the (ame 
without change : yet doe not marvell much , that particular Kirks and 
Congregations which livein ſuch placcs , as that chey can conveniently 
have no dependencie upon uperiour Aſſemblies , ſhould ſtand for a kind 
of independencie and ſupremacie intheraſelves., rhey not confidering thar 
in a Nation or Kingdome, profefſing the ſame Religion , the governmenc 
of the Kirk by compound Presbyteries and Synods is a help and ftrengeh, 
and not a hinderance or prejudice to particular Congregations and Elder. 
ſhips , in all che parts of Kirk-government ; and that Presbytcries and Sy 
nods are not ancxtrinſecall power ſet over particular Kirks,like unto wear 
| 4 copal 
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copall dominian , they being no more to be reputed extrinſecall unto the 
particular Kirks,nar the poweraf 4 Parliament,or Convention of Eſtates, 
where the Shires and Cities havetheirown Delegates, is to be held ex- 
trinſecall co any particular Shire or City. '. '* © - | 

_.Qur unanimous judgement and uniforme praRice, is,.that according 
cothe order of the Reformed Kirks, andthe ordinance of God in his 
\Word ,-noc onelythe folemne execution of Eccleſiaſticall power and au; 
thoritie, butthe whole a&s and exerciſe theregf, do properly belong unto 
the Officers of the Kirk; yer {0 chat in matrexs of chiefeſt importance, the 
excite conſent of the Congregation be had, before their decrees and (en- 
rences receive finall execution , and that the Officers gf a particular Con- 
gregarion , may not exerciſe this power independently , but with ſubordi- 
nation unto grenter Prosbyteries and Synods , Pravinciall and National]; 
whichas they are repreſentaive of the particular Kirks conjoyned to- 

er in one under their government , {o their determinatian,mhen they 
proceed orderly, whether in cauſes common to all , or many of the Kirks, 
_ or in cauſes brought before them by appellatians or references from the 
interiour; in the cale af aberation of the inferiour , is tothe [cverall Con- 
gregatians authoritative and obligatorie and not conſultatory only : And 
this dependencie and ſubordination , we conceive not only to be warrant- 
ed by the lighr of nature , which doth dire the Kirk in ſuch things as are 
commonto other ſocieties , orto be a prudentiall way for Reformation, 
and for the preſervagion of Truth and Peace”, againſt Schiſme, Hereſie, 
and Tyranny , which is the ſweet fruits ofthis government whereſoever 
it hath place, and which we have found [in ancient and late experience; 
bur alſo ro be graunded upon the word of God, and to be conforme to the 
parerne of the Primitive and Apoſtolicall- Kirks : and without which, 
neither cquld the Kirks in this Kingdome have been reformed , nor were 
we abjefor gay time ro preleryc Truth and Unity amongſt us. _ 
- Inthis forme of Kirk-goverament , our ynanimity and. armony by the 
mercy of God , is ſo full and pericR , thatallche Members of this Aflem- 
bly have declared themſclvesco be of onehearr , and of one ſople , and to 
be no leſle perſwaded , that it is af God, then.thar Epiſcopall government 
is of men ; reſolying by the grace of God, to hold the ſame conſtantly all 
the dayes of our lite., and heartily wiſkingchs God would bleſſe aff the 
Chriſtian Kirks , eſpecially the famojs Kirk of England, unto which'in all 
ocher-reſpeRs we are {o near]yjoyned with this diyine Forme of goyern- 
ment. Thus having briefly and plainly giyen our judgement for your ſatif- 
faction,and defiring and hoping that ye wHl beleeve wait all miſ-repqyrs, 
that we know not ſo much as one man, more or lefſe eminent 'amongft 
us, of a different judgement ,- we commend. you unto the riches of the 
grace of Chriſt, who'will pertect that which he hath begun amongſt you, 
to your unſpeakable comfort. Subſcribed by our Moderatoran k, 
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The Aſſemblies Anſwer to the Kings - 
© - Majyeſties Letter. A i 29) 


Moſt gracious Soverdign, ; 2674 
S$5X@8&Eſide the conſcience of thar duetie which we oweto-ſupreme 
<] B x Authority, we ate not only encouraged, but confirmed by the 

Royall favour and Princely munificence, expreſſed in Your 
R/SRe gracious Majeſties Letters, which filled our hearts with joy, 
and our mouths with praiſe, ro offer up our prayers with the greater ter- 
vencie to God Almightie for Your Majeſties happinefle, our ſelves for 
our own parts, and for the whole Kirks of this your Majeſties Kingdome, 
- Which we doe repreſent, to ſerve Your Majeſtic inall humble obedience, 
our faithfull labours for preſerving Tructh and Peace among(t all Your 
Majeſties SubjeQs, and our example ( according to Your Majeſties juſt 
commandments laid upon us ) to be a preſedent to others in paying that 
honour , )which by all Lawes divine and humane, is due unto Yourſacred 
MaijeRie , being confident that your Majeſtic ſhall finde at your. coming 
. knther much more ſatisfaRion and content then can be expreſſed.by 
Tour Majeities moſt humble Subſtits and faithfull 
ervants', the Miniſters and Elders met together 
in the venerable Aſſembly at S. Andrews , Fuly 
20, 47d Edinburgh , Fuly 27. 1641. 


At anentthe Kirk of Campheir. " 


$$ He which day a motion was made inthe Afſembly,that it ſeemed 
& expedient for correſpondencie that might be had from fbrraigne 
ESTES parts, forthe weal of this Kirk , That the Scors Kirk at Campheir 
were joyned to the Kirk of Scotland, as a Member thereof : Which bein 
ſeriouſly thought upon and conſidered by the Aſſembly , they approve 
the morion, and ordained M. Robert Baillie Miniſter at Cilwinning, towrite 
to.M. William Spang Miniſter at Campheiy , and Kirk Seffion thereof, wil- 
ling them to ſend-their Miniſter , and a ruling Elder , inſtruted' with a 
Commiſhon to the next Generall Afſembly ro be holden art-S. Andrews, 
the laſt Wedneſday of Fwuly 1642. at which time they ſhould beinrolled 
in the Books of the Generall Aſſembly , as Commiſſioners of the Gene- 
rall Aſſembly of Scotland, trom the Scots Kirk at Campheir. 


A 


on wa; Aﬀembly appoints the nexs Generall Aſſembly ro be holdes at S. An- 
'T rews,fhe left Wedneſday of Fuly next 16 42. 2 20+ 
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The Kings Letter to the Generall Aſſembly , preſented 
by Hi eM ajeſties Commiſcioner , the at's of _ 
_ Dumfermling, Fub 27. 1642. 


CuarLes R. 


_ midſt of Our great and weighty sffaires 
a0 of Our other kingdoms, which God Almigh- 
ry , who is privie to Our Intentions , and in 
whom Werruſt,will in his own time bring to 
2 wiſhed and peaccable concluſion, Weare 
not unmindfull of that duetie which we owe 
ro that Our ancient and native Kingdome, 
. and tothe Kirks there , now met together by 
cheir Commiſſioners in a Nationall Aſem- 
= bly. God whoſe Vicegerent Weare , hath 
made Ul a King over divers Kingdomes , and We have no other deſire, 
nor defigne , but to govern them by their own Lawes, and the Kirks in 
them by their own Canons and Conſtitutions, Where any thing is 
found to be amifle , We will endeavour a Reformation in a fair and order- 
ly way ; and where a Reformation is ſettled, We reſolve, with that autho- 
ritie wherewith God hath veſted Us , ro maintain and defend it in peace 
and libertie , againſt all crouble that can come from withour , and: againſd 
all Herefies,Ses and Schiſmes which may ariſe from within, Nor doWe 
deſire any thing more in that Kingdom ( and when We ſhall hear of it, it 
ſhall be a delight and matter of gladnefſe unto Us) thenthar theGoſpel be 
faithfully preached chroughour the wholc Kingdom,tothe outmoſt _— 
| ” 0 
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mMinsSfor div antiigofttioleands, Wee Ins onmaccontpwomile: 
in Our Letters to the laſt Aſſembly ,.and We make your ſelves Judges, - 
who were witneſſes to Our Actions , while We were there in Perſon, 
whether we did\rfot perform them both wr the. point 6t preſentations 
which are in-our hands, and.in the liberall proviſion of all the Univerlitics 
and Colledpes of tlie Kingflome,.net only above that-which aiſj; of Our 
Progetitors had\ddne b&fote Us, but akoabove-yourownehopes and 
expectation. We doe not:imake:commemeration of this Our Benefticence, 
either to pleaſe Our ſelves, or to ſtop the influence of Our Royall good- 
neſle and Bountie for afterward', buvthat bythelercall demonſtrations of 
Our unfained deſires and delightro do good , you may be the more con- 
fidentio cxpet from Us , whatſoeverin Juſtice We can grant, or whar 
may beexpedient for you to obtaine. We have given expreſſe chargero 
Our Commiſſioner,fo fee chav al clings betloneddtrope erly and peace- 
ably , as if We were preſent in Our Own Perſon ; not doubting bur in 
thankfnineſſe for your preſent cſtate and condition,you will abſtzzne from 
&ery thing thacthay make any new difitebance, and that'yow will be 
mofewiterhen ro be the enemies of- your ewn) peace. , whichi\would bur 
ſtumble others , and ruine your-felves. We havealſo commandedOur 
Commiſſioner to teceive from you your juſband 'reafonable deſires , tor 
what may further ſerve for the good of Religion, that taking them to Our 
conſideration, We may omit nothing whichmay witneſſe Us to berindeed 
a nurſing Father of that Kirk , wherein We were born and baptized, and 
tha fye benor happy ; you ttay bhmenot Us, bor yourfetves. And 
now what dot We azainrequire of yon. due that whict otherwiſe you 
o0wero Us as your Soveraigne Lordi and'King ,everithar ye pray for Our 
 ptoſperitie aud the peace of Our Kingdomes, tht. ye ve the beft meanes 
tokeey Onr People in obedience ro Us and: Our Lawes, which dorhvery 


- 


Aiueh in Our perfonalt abſence from that Our! Kingdome depend uy 
your preaching: ; nd yourowne eximpldry loyulticand faichtulneſfe, md 
har aguinſt all fuch jeatoofies , ſuſpitions' and: ſiniſter rumors av are roo 
in theſe rimes , and have been often falſified icime peſt, by che 
feaiity of rhe contrary events: Ye judge Us art Orwrpro Our 
«ions , which Wertuſt through God mdeſpight of malice ſhall ever go 
6h iti a conſtam way for the good of Religion , andthe-weal of Our Peo- 
on ,whictiis the Chiefeſt of Our intentions and defires. And thus We 


you farewell: Given at Our Conrt af Leiceſter #he 23.9f July , 1642: 


To Or ifrifty and wel bilpved the Gentratl 
Aſſembly in Oar Kinedom of Scocland 
conveened at $. FeWSs 
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4 1 for bringing i in of- the Synode Books geerly... 
©. totheGenerall 8mm $ dane 


dH E- Moderator calling ro minde' that which was forgotten in 
> the precceding Seflions; the examination of .the Provinciall 
I Books,cauſed call che Roll of the ProvinciallAflemblies;And 
F the Aflembly finding very few: Provinces to have ſent-their 
Books tothis Aſſembly ,notwithſtanding of the ordinance ot the former 
Afſembly.chercanent , for the more exact. obedierice of that ordinance 
-hereafter;che Aſſembly in one. yvoyce ndelwl, That the Books ofevery 
Proviriciall Aſſembly ſhall be brought.and produced to every Generall 
Aſſembly: And thatthis may be pertormed,. ordaines that every Clerk 
of the Provincialls , either bring orſend the {aid Books yearly to the Ge- 
nerall Aſſemblies , by the Commiſſioners ſent to the Aſſemblies, from 
theſe Presbyteries where the Clerks refide.,, Which chargethe Aſſembly 
alſo laycs upon the ſaid Commiſſioners., ſent from the {aids Presbyreries 
wherethe Clerks reſide, ay and while ſome meanes be provided, whereby 

the Clerks charges may. be. ſuſtained for coming wit the aids Books 
themſelves: And that under the pain of deprivation ofthe Clerkincaſe of 
his negleR, and of ſuch cenſure of the ſaids commilhoners,in caſe oftheir 
wh. as the OY ſhall think convenient. 


: ui AR Sel. V. wa _—_ 
' tif anent the hoof ng of Kirk Seſvions. 


| WNen the queſtion moved tothe. Aſſembly, concerning the.ele- 

A:M6- ion of Kirk Scſhons, The Aflembly ordaines the old Seffion 

| tocleAthe new Seffionboth-in Burghand.Land. And that if 

**; any place ſhall vaik inthe Seſſion choſen , by- death or other«- 

wiſe, the: wor ent Seſſion thall have the eleion of the eſte to fill __ 
pn gs _ taatsidaris, 


ol "F0Y i & toda: FTE "SS TED wi 7 WE. 


k x *? 


Soft vt. 2. {Ah TIE: | 46d 4 
The repo of the interpretation of the At at Edi. 
[EE burgh, anent tryall of Miniſters. >} 2280 


eh meaning of the fareſaid AQ,is noe thatan aQuall AED 
HT þ& be tranſported, ſhal be tried again bythe cryals appointed for by 


MASS ing of ExpeRtants, at their entry tothe Miniſtery,, accordi 

the Asotthe Kirk , but only that he bringing a Teſtimoniall of his co 

mer rope; and of his abilities ; and converſation , fromthe Preshyrerie 
E from 


J Tbe Genetall Aſombiy,. 16.4 2. 
ſrom whence he comes , and giviag ſuch. {azisiaftian to the Parochiners 
Presbyterie whereto he comes in-preaching , as: the Presbyrerie finds his 
gifts. fit and anſwerable for the condition and diſpolitiog of the ,Congre- 
2xtjon\, wherets he is preſented. Beoauſe, gccordingrothe Aﬀot the . 

Aſſembly 1596. renewed at Fon ſomerhar are mect forthe Miniſte- 
ry in ſome places , are not mieet or all alike:gnd Univerſities, Towns and 
Burghs, and piaces of Noblemens reſidence , or frequencie of Papiſts, 
and-other great and eminent-Congregations , and in {nndry other cafes, 
require men of greater abilities , nor will: be required: necefiagily {n-the 
plariting of all ptivare ſmall Paroches , the leaving of the confiderazion of 
theſe caſes untothe judgement and-confideration ofthe Presbyrerie,was 

GOTIDENE ofthe rr: _ | . aſus __ n40} 
The Aſſembly approves the meanin enterpretation.foreſats: mts 
rhe [aid A nkoakins ro:thi cpeprrantien, to flapd in force, hah hott 

the firength of an Ait and Ordinance of Aſſembly inall rame coming. 
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A& Sel. VIL 3. Aug. 1642. 
AF anent the order for making Liſts to Hu Majeſtic, 
andother Patrons for Preſentations;the order of tryal 
of Expettants,and for trying the quality of Kirks. 
Orſameikle as His Majeſtic — pleaſed in His Anſwerro 
3 the Petition , tendred by the Commiſſioners of the late Aﬀembly 
to His Majeſtje, .to declare and promiſe , torche better providing 
of vaiking Kirks at His Majeſties Preſentation with qualified Miniſters, 
to preſent one Qut ofa liſt of ſix perſons, fent ro His: Majeltic from the 
Presbyteries. wherein the vaiking Kirk lyeth , as-His Majeſties Declarati- 
on , figned with his. Royal hand ar White-bail , the'g; of FavvetyVaſt, 7 
giſtrate in the books of Afſembly,this day at length beaces. And 
wherss the Lords of Exchequer upon a Petition preſented rothem.by 
Commuſſioners ofthe Generall Afembly, indthe Procurator and Agent 
for the Kirk reprefenting ewo Prejudicess one , that gitrs obtgined from 
His Majeſtic of patronages of Kicks , at His Preſentation were paſling the 
Exchequer , without the qualification and proviſion of a Liſt, wherewith 
His Majeſtic was pleaſed to reſtrict Himſelf ;.andyhe gther, thar ſome 
were ſeeking giftsof patronage of Biſhop-Kirks,whichare declared to be- 
long ta Presbyreries , to be planted by rwa AQsofthe late, Parliament: 
Thefaids Lordshave ordained that no ſignator , containing ifrs bf: Pa- 
tronages from His Majeſtie, ſhall paſſe hexeafrer , but with a ſpeciall pro- 
viſion that the ſame ſhall be lyable to the tenor of His” Majeſtics ſaid De- 
claration. Ordaining allorhe Procurarorand Agerit of the Kitſt i#head, 
vertiſed, and ro have place toſeeallſignators wharfocver,contaigingiay; 
. patronage, ta theeffetthey may repreſenFthe inrerelt of the Kirlkthe! 
mas The ſaid "AR of the date the 27. 0f Fun. laſt ; repiſtrareal{d in the 
Books of Aſlembly ; this day atkengrh bdeares: Therefore, that the ſaids 
5 hs Kirks 
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| Kirks which now are, or which were at His Majcſties, preſentationthe_ 
ſaid third day ot Fannery laſt, may be the better provided with able Mini- 
ſters', when the lamine ſhall vaik ,;The Aflembly ordaines that hereafter 
every Presbyteric ſhall give up yeatly a Roll of the ableſt of their ExpeR- 
ants, totheir Synods z; 'and that the Synods fele& our of theſe Rolls ſuch 
perſons whom they in.certain knowledge-judge moſt fit for the Miniſtrie, 

| and worthieſt of the firſt place y Wath /Pqwer to the Synodsto adde or . 
alter theſe Rolls given by the Presbyteries;as they thinke reaſonable; And 
that the Synods ſhall fend the Ralls made by them in this manner , tothe 
next Generall Afſembly,who ſhallalio examinethe Rolls of the Synods, 
and adde or alter the ſame as: ſhall-be thought expedient. Which Roll. 
made by the Generall Aſſembly.,; ſhall-be ſent to every Presbyterie ,, and, 
- that the Presbyterie, with conſeut of the moſt;or beſt part of the Cangre-. 
gation, ſhall make a Liſt of ſix perſons willing to accepr of the preſcntati- 
on out of that Roll of the Aflembly., uponevery occaſion of vacation of 
-any Kirk within their bounds.,and ſhall-lendghe ſamine, rogether wich a 
blank preſentation: The which;41f His Majeſty be Patrontorhe vacanc 
Kirk.) ſhall be ſent by the ſaid Procuratorand Agent, to ſuch as the Com» 
- miffioners of the Generall Aſſembly ,. or-incheir abſencerthe Presbyrcic 
of Edinburgh , ſhall dire& and think.at that time moſt able and willing ro 
obtain the preſentation , to be.ſigned-and filled up by His, Majeſties choiſe 
of one of the Liſt. And if the vacant Kirk be of a Patronage diſponed by, 
His Majeſty ſince the 3. of Fanudry, in that. caſe either the [Presbyteries 
themſelves ſhall ſend-a Liſt of fix perſons in maner aforeſaid, with a blank 
preſentation to the Patron , to be filled up by his choiſe, and ſubſcribed, 
or ſend the'{arnine to the ſaids Officers ofthe Kirk, to, be conveyed by 
them to the Patron of the vaiking- Kirk , as the Presbyrerie ſhall think 
moſt expedient. ' It'is alwayes declared , that this order:ſhall be wirhour 
prejudicezothe Presbytcries , with-conſent-foreſaid ,,tq put aRuall Mini- 
ſters upon the faid Liſt of ſix perſons , to-beſentro the Patron of the ſaid 
vaikingKirks,if they pleaſe. And leaſt that the nomination of Expe&ants 
by Presbyreries , Synods , or Aſſemblies, in.their Rolls or Lifts forefaid, 
be mif-interpreted:, as though the Expectants nominated in theſe Rolls 
and Lifts/; were thereby holden and acknowledgedro be qualified, which 
is notthe intention of the Aſſembly ;.who rather think , that in reſpec of. 
this Order , there ſhould be a moreexaR tryall of ExpeRants then before: 
Therctoxeche Aſlembly ondary Theo Begrtaants ſhall be pur-on the 
Rollsor Liſts above-mentioned ; but-ſuch as have been upon the publike 
exerciſe , at the leaſt:by'the ſpace of half a year, or longer , as the Presby- 
rerie ſhall findeneceflary. And ſuchlike ordaines, that hereafter none be 
admitted tothe publike-exerciſe ,befare they berryed.,acccording-tothe 
tryall appointed for-ExpeRants, at their entrieto the Miniſterie inthe ace, 
Afembly art Glaſgow.jin the 24. Article ofthe Act of the 23.Seſlion there-. 
of:: which tryall , the/ Aſſembly. appoints to be taken of every Expe&tant, 
before his admifſion tothe publike exerciſe, :And ſuchl;ke ordaines, That 
' the ſaminetryall ſhall-be againtaken immediatly.beforetheir admiſſion.to 
the Minifterie, rogether with their tryall mentioned in the advice of ſome 
Brethren deputed for penning the'corraptions of the Miniſtery, approven 
vierT * "+-—"W | . M 


td qualitic of all Kirks-withitn their Bounds; @ whit Kirks belongrd the | 
tick patronages ; What Kirks! 


WASISS He 09m mamas nga Arpyle ;; atid.4n other 
EISISSED: phces ofrheſriſÞlmguage 7 there wit hor be gortenifix 
KS? 2&0) expectantsiable roſpeakrhar language; And thertgregbe 
395 Afemblyishopefutl; that in cheſe fingular cafes; His | 

yer Majeſtic wilt be pleaſed for Kirks vacand. inthe #i2b4 

SRI O/AR-V7d5,mo aepr ot a Liſtof fo mizny expeRtantsas tan be 
had, able to fpedk the 7riſb/ language. : Arid the: Gommiſhoners Grace 
promiſeth to reconimenditeo His Majeſtic. 4110 noinommbdd? 3:26 7 


OW AST Wife, wo CO; 
(den and profaners of the Sabbath. 313.36 (9121385 


PSHE 1 ULARE, N36 23393% 5h att Ligneſ) 25157 
$25Hc Aſſembly would draw up/s Suppticativirto; bepreſenred by 
4 the CombiMotiers of his Prevbyterie. bf: Elombargh <6 the 

9) L: W- Concellat thelr firſt mecritg; for rhe [doo Exccurion! of thie 
FO A Parlidinincant Couhcel . ſts; wherein'ir 
will be Tpecilly craved ; that the Exchequer ſhould? berhe Introtertors 
with the Rents of theſe whore excoririnnicare zatidthir fromthe Ex 
chequer the Presbyteric may receive thatportion ofthe confilaite gbods; 
which the Law appoints to be imployetiaZ piorafas; 1 3h 0. _ Fee! 
L Every 


The Generdll-ffſmbly;/1 6/3. 3s 


Every Presbyterie would conveen at their firſt meeting, all known Pa- 7 1, 

iſts t.their boa1ds'; and refiiretherr.co puraurofi cheincompany, all 
Friend and ſervants who are Popiſh withi e moneth: alſo within that 
ſame ſpace,to givertheir childfen,\0hs IM ters,who are above ſeven 
yeers 01d,to be educate ar their charges,by fuch of their Proteſtant friends, 
ix the Pfecbytctie ſhalt approve; and firide (lifficient caorior? for Brifiging: 
hotte within three morteths ſuch of cheir children who: are wirtig opt 
Kitigd6)iy, £6 beediſcate"ih Selyooles and: Coltedgesat the Pregbyreries 
fete; t& finde cation Tikewile of thetr abRinence trom Niaife þ Aw ths 
cor po full ah@ Provfts;o en no7 gg fonen bis 2hl's off anteks 
 That4ll; of whitfoever raik of degreezyhorefuſero give ſatisfeRionin 7 17, 
efety die of the foreftit Aiticles ,' ſhalt be Pfocefled withone any detay v 
but choſe who 'piveſatisfaQion ſhiltbe deate Withiirdirheekrieſſe ; after 
chi aniner: The Precbyreries fhalbdppoirir ſuch ofcieir number avthey 
fArill ind fitteſt to confer with ther f5 ttequentty as tHe'Brethrenare able” 
wo Atc<@/ufitill the widft of Ofoder next; apuiliſt whithirimey if thiy be 
not Willing © £6 to'Church] hey (hall glve aMirance togo amd dwell in 
the next adjacent UniverfityPown,whethe? Zd/nburghy Gliſcow ; $: An- 
drews,or Aberdene,trom Novemb. 1. tothe laſt of March,where they ſhall 
attend all the diers of conference which the profeflors and Miniſters of the 
bounds ſhal appoiht rothermdy whith.it they benor converttd, their ob- » 
ſtinacy ſhal be declared inthe, Kt. Synods of April,and from thence 
their Proceſſe ſhall go 0n tothe vary clolurewictiour any H{reheridelay. 


Thar every Presbyterie,as they willbe anſwerahle tothe next Generall 1111. 
Aſembly, be careful b en tutitin alt the prerfiifies. 


Thar there be given preſently by the members of this preſent Aſſem. V- 
bly ertro. rhe Commuſſioners of the'PrevbyreniQ of Zdimburgh, A Lilkof WM 
excommuniicate Papiſtsthey kno) z and < Ul Papifts who Have children 
8dncate 4brotd,: Fit they may MGNCY, Rhgethe? With ditr Supplica- 
tion;rothe Councel aerhvir G0 Geidg., STO ARHTH EINE NS 

That the Councel may be ſupplicate fot anA8, that inho Re ment T2. 
which goes out of the Kingdom, any Papiſts beat offiee, andFtharths To- 
lonell be required ro finde caution for this effe&t , before he receive the 
 Councels Wirrane tor levying any Soldiers: alſo thit hefindeeditiori 
for clic maimaming of a Mitifter';/aht keepidg of s Seffioh in his Regi- 

ene /5 416 S0439 9587 ol nk TS. a> 
- themytht Aſſembly would enjoynvery Presbyreric tq prot Ir 
hon-Corhmunicants, whether Plpiſts or others , accortnig tothe. o 
Partimfient- made thereanenr;: : *And [ſ\uchlike}, chat AQ of Pirlidhith 
kocicft prophaners of the Sabbarhy be pat ro:execurion; - : 


"terre er ret ns 
”  $6:P##t the” ſamimeno execaiun with ildiligence: hnd hit the Contmniſe 
_ :ffer3 of every Presbyrerie Pinch the excommunicate Pafiſts 


| * With their bounds, and ft Pipiſts chiltbien bn of thr Cautrey ;' to tht 


- "/Olerk, chat rhe ſame may bei preſchted fotht Connttllhy the Commiſeid- 
' per3 of this fferbly; | * it oY 019 Cortlognod AN $ 
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| Atanent the joyning of the Presbyterie of Sky * 
_ tothe Synode of Argyle. . _ 


TB YEHe Generall Aſſembly having conſidered the whole proceed- 
&Q ings of the Commiſſioners of the late Generall Aſſembly hol- 
AB den at Edinburgh,anent the reference madeto them concernin 
AGO the Presbyterie of Sky, together with the whole reaſons pro + 
contra'in the ſaid matter,after mature deliberation have ratified and appro- 
ved, and by theſe preſents ratific and approve the: Sentence of rhe ſaids 
Commitſſoners thercintill. And further ordains the ſaid Presbytery of Sky, 
and all the Miniſters 2nd Elders thereof, 'ro keep the meetings of the Pro- 
vincial Aſſembly of Argyle, where they ſhall-happento be appointed in all 
time coming, ſuchlike as any other Presbyrerie withinthe bounds.ot the 
ſaid Province of Argyle uſes to do : And thatthe ſamine Presbyrerie be in 
ai! rime hereafter within the juriſdiction of the ſaid Provincial Aſlembly, 


without any further queſtion to be made thereanent.. .// -  -/,; 1; 


 Seff. VIIL. 3. Avg. poſt meridiem. 
The Su —_ of this Aſſembly to the. | 


InGs MajESTIES.. 


To the Kings moſt Excellent -M ajeſtie.. , the hearty 
thanksgiving, and humble Detition of the Generall 
 Aﬀſembly of the Kirk of Scotland, met at S. Andrews 
IKE oe tos mold atlhiofss afenbidn 


9 Ur hearts were filled with great joy and gladneſſe ac the 
R® hearing of Your Majcſtics Letter, which was-rcad once 
and again in face of the Aſſembly, every line thereof al- 
moſt eirher exprefling ſuch affetionto the reformed Re- 
ligion , and ſuch royall care of us, as we could require 
25S 2TH from a Chriſtian Prince ; or requiririg ſuch neceffarydu- 

tics trom'us, as we are bound to performe as Miniſters of the Goſpel, and 
Chriſtian SubjeQs : For which, as ſolemne thanks were given by the 
Moderator of the Aſſembly ,-1ſo do we. all with one-voice in all humility, 
preſent unto Your Majcſtie the thankfulneſſe of -ourhearrs; . with our ear- 
neſt prayers to God for your Majeſties proſperity; andthe peace;ot Your 
Kingdoms , that Your Majeſtic may be indeed a'nurfing Father to all the 
Kirks of Chriſt in'Y our Majeſties Dominions, and eſpecially tothe Kirk 
of Scotland, honoured with Your Birth and Baptiſme:- promifing-our moſt 
ſerious indeavours by dodtine and life, to advance the Goſpel of _ 

an 


The Gen 


e in/our 


of r00uifeilies of Hee at ant Scotland, jm their drfira of having the con- 
formity of Church-government betwixt the two Nations',' and4s\the'? ar arwemt 


junian with the Houſes of Parliament, will be pleaſedroſertle this ble(s 
ſed Reformation , wirh ſo earnefily defired a Peace mall Your Dowini- 
ons. Atid therfore we Your Majeſties moſt loving Subje&s; innamyg ofthe 
whole Kitks of Sroland, repreſented by us, -uponthe knees of outhratrs; 
do moſthimbly and earneftly'beg,that Your Majeftyhithe deep Ys! 
Royalt Wiſdom , and from Your affe ion 16 the true Relivion; and the 
Pexce of Your Kingdoms , may be moved to conſider, rhatthe&God'et 
Hexverrand Earth is calling for this Reformation at Yourtands/and chav 
as your archis Vice-gerent , ſo "You maybe his prime Tiftrumene Tir ie- 
_ If « ſhalf pteaſerhe Lord ( which is our 'defireand hope J"thatthi&bleſ! 
ſed unitiein Religion'and Uniformiry in Governmeoiit ſhall be .byroaphr. 
abour ; Your Majelties Conſcience, in perforttiing off fo prextidtutic,/ 
ſhall be'# well-ſpring of comfort to Your Selt , Your memory ſhall be a 

ſweerfavour,and Your name renownedtoall following generations. And 


13 The Genetall; 
iftheſe iinhappy.commorions and diviſions: ſhall end in this peace and 
unity then it ſhall zppeare inthe Providence of God; they were but the 
noyle.of many waters , andthe voyce of a great thunder before the-voyce 
of harpers harping with their-harps; which ſhall fill this whole land with 
melodie-and mirth , and the -name -of je ſhall be, Tn =- Lonp Is 
ThzK ts. WTESripnets 11 of; o3 17 in: * TS 


"The Declaration of the Parliament of England, 
| ſenero the Aflembly., 


YA) He Lords and Commons-in-this preſent Parliament afſem- 
nl ES bled; ningda es great grief, that the-diſtraQtions of this 
T 2 Kingdome daily increaſe , and that the wickedcounſells and 
> practiſes of a malignant party amongſt us (, if God prevent 
AND them not) are like ro caſt thisnation into bloud & confuſion, 
Toteſtifie to all the. World, how. earneſtly. they defixero -avoie a Civill 
Warre, they have addreſſed themſelves in an humble Supplication to His 
Majeſtie , for the preventionthereof. ; A:Copy of which their Petition, 
rhey;have thotight-fir ro ſendat this time to. the Nationall: Aſſembly of 
the Chutch. of Scet/and,, to the intent that that Church fand Kingdome 
(-whereunto they are united by ſo many and ſo near bonds andtyes, 8s 
well-Spiricuall.as-Civill-) may ſee that the like minde.js now inthem, that 
tormerly appeared to bein that Nation... And that they are as tender of 
theeffylion of Chriſtian bloud-on the one ſide ,as they are zealous on the 
other{ideof-a dne, Reformaxion both:in Church, and. State: In-which 
wotk, .whileſt they were labouring , they have been. interrupted by the 
plots and praiſes of a malignant party of Papiſts,andill-affected perſons, 
eſpecially of the corrupt.and diſfolute Clergy , by: the incitemencand in- 
gzenat Biſhops --and others ; whoſe avarice and ambition.being nor 
able ro-bear the Reformation endeavoured by the Parliament , they have 


laboured ( as wecanexpett little berrer-fruje from ſuch trees) to:kindle a 
flame and raiſe 3 combuſti-n withinthe bowels of this Kingdom:.-Which 
if by, our humble ſupplication'to His Majeſty it may Þe preventcd;, and 
that according to our earneſt defiretherein,, all Force and Warlike-prepa- 
rationsbeing lajdafide,we may returne to apeaceable Parliamentary pro- 
ceeding,,, We do- not. doubt, [but that bythe bleſsing of Almighty:God. 
vpon-our endeavours, we ſhall ſertle the, matters borh-in Church and 
Sexre 440 the encreaſe of His Majeſties Honour and. State, the peace and 
proſperitie of this Kingdome, and eſpeciatly to the glory of Godby the 
advancement ofthe true Religion,and ſuch a Reformation-ofthe Church, 
as ſhall be moſt agreeablero Gods Word. - Out of all which , there will 
alſo-meſt undoubredly reſulc a moſt- firme and ſtable. Union between the 
ewo-Kingdomes of England and Scotlend;, which: according: to our Pro- | 
ecſtation', we ſhall by all good waycs and meancs , upon all occaſions ,'la- 
bourtopreſerveand maintun,-.. 11} iatohd voy 

2d Blgelt ro anon 7 '. - Swbſcribitar | JoiBrown Cler,, Par). | 
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om'the Honourable Houſes 
expreſling their care to prevent 
ngdome', and their affe&ions ro 
Reformation both in Kirk and State, and having taken the ſaine to 'ſach 
confideration as the importance of ſe | 
mation'they have of ſo wiſe and honourable a meeting as is the Partia. 
tmentof England, did require ; have with univerſall conſent reſolved upon 
this following Anſwer, ol 0 ne 462 TIPC: 
That from meds me ſenſe -of the goddneſſe of Gd, 'intheir ow late 
deliveratice , and ftom their earneſt defite of all happineſſe to our'nitrive 
King and that Kingdome, they bleſle the Lord for preſerving them in the 
midſt of fo many imhappy diviſions andrronbles' froth« bloudy Tnteſtine 


War , whichis from God the greateſt Judgement ;"andto ſuch anation 


thecompend of all ealamiries:* 'Theyalfo give God thanks for theit for- 
mer and preſent defires of a Reformation; efpecially'6f Religion,which is 
the glory and ſtrength of a Kingdome , arid bringerh'with it allremporall 
 blefltngs xd ln and peice,” fo Pf OBA $413 $4 17 1D] 21s 

Thar the hearrs of all the members ofthis Aſtmbly,and of all the wel- 


affeed within this Kingdome, are exceedinglygrieved and made heavy, 


char in ſo long atime,, againſt the profeſſions both of King and. Parlia- 
ment, and contraryto the joynt deſires and'prayers of the godly*in both 
Kingdomes, to whom'it is more deareanid*-precious then what is deareſt 


o weighty marters , and the high etj- 


IT. 


ro them inthe world,the Reformation of Religion hath moved ſoflowly, 


 formall Profeſſours, protaneand worldlymen, andall that are Popiſhly 
affected, qre bad councellours and workers;ind do abiſetheir power; and 
bend'4ll their ſtrength and _ es apainſt the Work of Godzbut the God 
of this world alſo ,- with Principalities-atid! Powers the rulers of che 
darkneſfe of thisworld, and ſpiritual wickednefſe in high places,ate'work- 
ing with all their torce and frattd in the ſam©oppoſitidn; not without hop 

of ſucceſe , they having prevailed ſo farre- fromthe beginiiing ;* Phat in 
the times of the beſt Kings of Fuda of 01d, atidthe moſt part of the Refor- 
med Kirks of late, « through and perfe&Reformacion-of Religion-harh 
been work full of difficulties, Yet doe they concelve; thatasit dught 
firſt of aſ}tobe mended , (0 ſhould je be'abVe all other ehings; with con- 
fidenct'in God;whois greater then the world;and hewhois in theworld, 
moſk fcrioutly endeavoured.” \ And thatwhetithe' ſupreame Providence 
giveth opportunity of the accepred timeand* day off falvation-; no'other: 


worktafi proſperinthe hands'of his ſervarits,it it be not apprehended, and: 

with'all teverence'and faichfillneſſe improved.” This Kirk and Nation; - 

whetrtle Lord gave them the calling, confidered nottheir owndeadneſſe, 

nor ſtaggered at thepromiſe through unbeliet; bur 'gave glory "— 
of a. F | n 


III. 


4:0 The Generall Aſſembly, 1 6 4. 2. 
And who knoweth( we ſpeak it in popar'y As 5 love, and from no other 
mind then from. a defire of rhe blefling of /God upon: our King: and that 
Kingdome ) but the Lord hath-now. ſame. controyerſic with Englend, ' 
'which will not be removed;xill firſt and before all, ch& worſhip of his name 
and the government of his houſe be ſercled accordingto his own will 2. 
Whenthis defire ſhall come , ic ſhall be to,Z=gland,, after ſo long deferred 
hopes, atree of lite, which ſhall not only yeeld remporall bleſſings unto 
themſelves, bur alſo ſhall ſpread the branches ſo-far ,. that both this nati- 
on and other reformed Kirks ſhall finde the fruits thereof ro their great 
ſatisfaction. - $*:3P 146 | 
The-Commiſſioners of this Kingdome in the late Treaty of peace,con- 
ſidering that Religion is not only the meane of the ſervice of God, and 
ſaving of Souls , þutis alſo the baſe and foundation of 'Kingdomes and E- 
ſtares , and the ſtrongeſt band to tye Subjects rotheir Prince in true loy- 
altie , and to knit the hearts of one to another in true unity and love, They 
did with preface of all due reſpef and reverence, far from arrogancy or 
preſurnption , repreſent in name of this Kingdome, their ſerious thoughts 
and earneſt deſires for unicy of Religion, That in all His Majeſties Domi- 
nions, there might be one Confeflion of Faith, one direRory of worſhip, 
one publike Catechiſme, and one form of Kirk Government. -This they 
conceived to be acceptablero God Almighty , who delighteth to fee his 
People walking intruth and unity , to be a fpeciall meanes tor conſerving 
of peace betwixt the Kingdomes , of caſing the Kings Majeſty, and the 
ublike goverament of much trouble ,. which ariſerh from differences of 
eligion, very grievous to Kings and Eſtates; of great content to the King 


'himſelf ; to his Nobles , his Court, and all his People, when ( occaſioned 


to br abroad ) without ſcruple to themſelves, or ſcandall ro others , all 
may reſort to the ſame publike worſhip,as if they wereat their own dwel- 
lings 3; of ſuppreſsing the names of Hereſies , and SeQs, Puritans, Con- 
formiſts, Separatiſts, Anabapriſts, 8c. which do rent aſunder the bowels 
both of Kirk and Kingdome , of deſpaire of ſucceſſe to Papiſts and Recy- 
ſants., to have their proteſſhon, which is inconſiſtent with the true Pro- 
reſtant Religion ,andauthority of Princes , ſet up again, and of drawing 
the hearts and hands of Miniſters, from unpleaſant and unprofitable Con- 
troverſies ,to the preſsing of mortification, and to Treatiſes of true pietie, 
and practicall Divinity. The Aſſembly doth now enter upon the labour 
of the: Commiſsioners,unto which they are encouraged, not only by their 
faichfulneſſe in the late Treaty , but alſo by the zeale and example of. 
the Generall Aſſemblies of this Kirk in former times , as may appeare 
bythe Aſſembly at-Zdinburgh,,, Decemb.25. in the year 1566. which or- 
dained a Letter to be ſent to-Exglandagainit the Surplice, Tippet,Corner- 
cap.,and {uch other Ceremonies as then-troubled thar Kirk, thar they 
mightbe removed..;;, By the Aſſembly at Edinburgh , April 24. 1583. 
humbly deſiring the Kings Majeſty , to command his Ambaſſadour, then 
going to Exgland., to deale with the Queen,that there.might be'an Union 
and Band, betwixt them and other Chriſtian Princes and Realmes,, pro- 
fe(sing the true Religion for defence and pratecion of the Word of God, 
and Profeſſors thereof,againſt the perſecution of Papiſts and cpn/acamies 
C11 joyne 
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he dnbe. No < Ab ,ordaining.the. Preghyteric 
Fey go uſcal og, | polsible k means forthe relictand.camfort 
pre Kirk of Zxg SAO} FESRRRIAY the maintaining.thecaue 


ediſcipline#nd Govrrpment'f Eark,, and I Wet .in.choirp 
vateandipublike prayers. Perk, gp of the,atflifted Ki of 

Enclenso God.. Wile now by heme 309 tþs eonyuoction of 
the £9 Kingdomes is Bany. WAYES he ble of. Mop 
Aſſembly zpwardsahcir hanna ©: Qught..0 he et Rs 
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* Brethren of the Kirk'of Enzland | 
againſt every thing which ſhall be found prejudiciall:ro the eſtabliſhmenc 


4 "The Generall Aſſembly, 1642. 
union between the two Kingdoms of England and Scotland, 8c.” The Aﬀ- 
ſembly alſo is not a little encouraged by a Letcerfenit'from many reverend 
, exprefling their prayers and endeavours 
of the Kingdome of Chriſt, and the Peace of their Soveraigne. © Upon 
theſe encouragements , and having ſo patent a doore of hope, the Aſſem- 
bly doth confidently a , that England will now beſtirre themſelves 
in the beſt way fora Reformation of Religion , and do moſt willingly of- 
 tertheir prayers and uttermoſtendeavoursfor furthering ſogreat a Work, 
whercin Chriſt is'ſo much-concerned1n his glory,the King in his honour, 
the Kirk and Kingdome of Englandin their happineſſe , and this Kirk and 
 Kingdome in thepuriry and peace of the _ 'S BK 
| That che Aﬀembly alſo from fo many reallinvitations,are heartened ro 
renew the Propoſition made by the aforenamed Commiſſioners ot this 


 Kingdome, for begining the Work of Reformation, at the uniformity of 
. Kirk-government. For what hope can there be of Unity in Religion , of 


one Confeſſion of Faith, one Form of Worſhip, and one Catechiſme, rill 
there be firſt one-Forme of Ecdlefiaſticall Government ? Yea, what hope 
can the Kingdome and Kirk of Scotland have of a firme and durable Peace, 
till Prelacie , which hath been the main cauſe of their miſeries and-rrou- 
bles, firſt and laſt, be plucked up , root and branch, as a plant which God 
hathnor planted , and from which , no better fruirs can be expeced then 
{ſuch ſower grapes,as this day ſet on edge the Kingdome of England? 
The Prelaticall'Hierarchie being put our of the way , the Work will 
be cafie , withaut forcing of any conſcience , to ſettle in England the go- 
vernment of the Reformed Kirks by[Aſſemblies.- ' For although the Re- 
formed Kirks do hold , without doubting , their Kirk Officers, and Kirk- 
government by Aſſemblies higher and lower , intheir ſtfong and beauri- 


- full ſubordination , to be jure divino; and perperinall: = Prelacie , as it 
 differeth from the Office of a Paſtor, is almoſt univerſa 


| | verſally acknowledged 
by the Prelates themſelv, and their adherents , to be bur an humane or- 


"dinance, introdiiced by humane realon,, and ſettled by humane Law and 


Cuſtome for ſuppoſed conveniccie: which therefore by humane autho- 


"rity , without wronging any mans conſcience,may be alrred and aboliſhed 


upon ſo grear a neceſlity, as is a hearty conjunion with all che Reformed 
Kirks,a firm and well grounded Peace berwixt therwo Kingdomes, for- 
merly divided in themſelves,& berwixt themſelves by this partition wall, 


anda perfe& Union of the Kirks in the two Nations : which although by 
the providence of Godin one Iland,, and under one Monarch , yertever 
firicethe Reformation, and for the preſentalſo , are at greater qyfference 


in the point of Kirk- government, which in all places hath a powerfull in- 
fluence upon all the parts of Religion, then any other Reformed Kirks,al- 
though in Nations art greateſt diſtance,and under divers Princes. 2 
What may be required of the Kirk of Scotland, for furthering the Work 

of Uniformitie of Government, or for agreeing upon a common Confeſfi- 
on of Faith , Catechiſme , and direQory for Worſhip, ſhall according to 
the order given by this Aſſembly , be moſt willingly performed by Us, 
who long extreamly forthe day when Kingand Parliament ſhall Joyn for 
| ringing 


\ 
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bringing to paſſe ſo grear , ſo good a Work, That all Warres and Com- | 
fingro pa eo rſtiion , Idolarry, Herefie, Se&s, and Schifmes 


motionsceaſing, all Syperſtir 
being removed, as the-Lord is one , ſo, bis naine may be one amongft usz 


and mercy and with , righteoulneſle and peace meeting together, and kiſ- 
ſing one another, may dwell in this Land, - _ , *__ | 


— mm rm mm EE 
Act Seſf. V II. up. 3. 1.6 42. 


Overtures for tranſplantation of AMuifters,C proviſion 
: of Schools,ordained by the lateAſſembly at Edinburgh 
tobe ſent to Synods, and reported to this Aſſembly. 


—— 


|  ARSefſ XI. Edinb. Avg. 5. 164t. 
Theſe Overtares underwritten, anent the tranſporting of Miniſters aud Profeſſors 
t0 Kirks and Colledges, being read in audience of the Aſſembly, and thereafter 
reviſed by a Commuttee appointed for that effei#, The Aſſembly appoints them 
to be ſent to the ſewerall Synods , tobe confy them , andtlepoorite 
their judgements thereof to the next Generall Aſſembly. 
NF09X&0 tranſportation would be granted hereafter wirhour cication 
& NI ag of parties having intereſt (72. the Miniſter who is ſoughr and 
PF his Pariſh) to hear what they can oppoſe, and the matter is to 
2 come firſt ro both the Presbyreries ( 4s. that wherein the Mi- 
niſter dwels, whoſe tranſportation is ſoughr, and the other Presbyterie to 
which heisTought ifthe Kirks lye in ſeveral Presbyreries) and if the Preſ- 
bytefies agree not,then the matter is to be broughr to the Synod,or Gene- 
rall Aſſembly ( which of them ſhall firſt occure afrer ſuch ranſportation 


is ſought ) and if the-Synod ( occurring firſt ) agree not ; orit there be ap- | 


ale made from it , then the marrer is ro come ro the Generall Afembly. 

A Miniſter may be tranſplanted from particular Congregation(where 
he can onely doe good to a part )to ſuch a place, where he may benefirthe 
whole Kirk of Scotland , becaule , in reaſon the whole is to be preferred ro 
ES os Oy 
' 1+ Becauſeallthegreat Juſtice Courts firthere, as Conncell, Seffion, 
Juſtice Generall,, Excheqner , 8c. andit concerns the whole Kirk , that 
theſe Fountains of Juſtice be kept clean, both in the point of Faith , and 
MESS LE. "ns Re ky. Wo 

2. . Becauſerhere is great confluence to Edinburgh, from timeto time, 
_ of many. of the chict Members of the whole Kingdome, and it concerns 
the whole Kirk to | 
the Inſtruments of keeping this Kirk and Kingdome in good temper. 

_ Thaethis may bethe more eaſily done, the Aſſembly firſt recommends 
to Edinburgh , that ſome young men of excellent ſpirits may be uponthe 
charges ofthe ſaid Town.) trained up, at homeor abroad, toward the Mi- 
niſtery from time to time. Secondly we meane not, thatall the places 
of the Miniſteric of Zdinbwrgh be filled with Miniſters 0" be tranſported 

4 | "by 


- 
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Aberdens , and then the reſt abs Coledpes) woudhegroyided _ 


their neceſhty fhall require: yet (in ref of the pre Carcity ) it were 
good forthe Univerſities end A bak #ble an Fee hoes BIAS be 


Proefeflers of Divinitic , thavour Minehers: may be kept nchei paſtorall 


charge aſmuch as waphe, | ENT, | 
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0 onely , but upon gro! nds reaſon, _ | 
ws f creis1 fry (pray Miniſters haviogehe {riÞro up Hecel: | 
ſity Pee that when They be on: in the es Doug Frank: - 
wage ny Jands ; Providingebeir condition he nor. .niace w drke, 
Lis ge bys cir tranſp LI 


tion, 09 Migjfe t 
ag is Bf Me ol abies MiSarted fie9g iniſer ſig GRE oy 
NT » avg bi Pariſh, ES whi Ss belong in-his 
I Opeþs $64 ak, 


« 3 
#3 }4 


+ bur lee cect 094549 be , Fcprg: 
meiones & : Khedo ane 1AM ; 
men of os piries | re eMiy ki eight cording ro. on wo. tous 


recommended to. Ediphyrgh "Wc core will 10 FE Fo ates Wi 
PLeVEnt many raplplhontings 's ry 


The Overtures under-written anent the Schooles being likewiſe read in audiente 
of the Aſſembly , they recommend the patticalars thertin mentioned, anent 
the providing of the maintenance for School maſters, to the Parliament : and 
ordaine the reſt tobe ſent 10 the Synolls J) to be conſidered by them , and they to 
report their judgements thereof to the next enerall Aſſembly , as ſaid is. 


E207 Very Pariſh would have a Reader and a Schoole , where chil- 
<fx> drenareto be bred, in readin joy, 1% grounds of Religi- 
dY a7@ on, according tothe laudable Ads, both of Kirk and Parlia- 

EDI ment, made before. ' | | bY, 


And where Gadmmar Scholes may be had; as in Burghs, and other 
conſiderable places, ( among which all Presbyreriall Seates are to be re- 
pured ) that they be erected , and held handeo. \ 


| 


Anent theſe Schooles , every Miniſter with his Elders, ſhall giveac- 7 7, 


compt tothe Presbyreries ar the viſitation of the Kirk, the Presbyteries 


are to make report to the: Synode,and the Synode to the Generall Afſem- = 


bly, that Schools are planted, as above-ſaid,: and how they are: provided 
with men and means. 


' And becauſethis hath been moſt negle&ed in the High-lands , lands, 1 1T. 


and borders. Therefore the Miniſters of every Pariſh areto inſtru by 
their Commiſſioners , tothe next Generall Aſſembly , that this courſe 1s 
begun berwixt and then:and they are further to certifie from one General 
Aſſembly to another, whetherthis courle is continued without omiſſion, 
or nor. 


' And becauſe the means hitherto named or appointed for Schooles of 'ITIL. 


all forts , hath been both little , and ill payed, Therefore, beſide former 
appointments, ( the execution whereof is humbly deſired, and to be peti- 
tioned forat the hands of His Majeſtic and the Parliament )the Aſſembly 
would further ſupplicate this Parliamenc-chat they ( in their wiſdome) 
would finde Gut bow meanes ſhall be had for ſogood anuſe, eſpecially 
that the children of poory men , ( being very capable of learning , and of 
good engines) may be trained up, according asthe exigence and neceffir 
of cvey place ſhall require. And thar the Commiſſioners, who ſhall be 
nained by this Aſſembly, to wait upon'the Parliament, may be appointed 
to repreſent this to his Majeſtic, and the Parliament, ſeeing His ſacred Ma-- 
jeſtie', by His gracions Letter hath put us in hope hereof , wherewith we 
have been much refreſhed. 


The Aſſembly would ſupplicate the. Parliament , that for youths of | 


the fineſt and beſt ſpirits ofthe High-Iands,and borders, maintenance may 
be allotted ( as to Burſars) to be bred in Univerſities. - - wy 
. For thetime and ag er of viſitation of-Schooles, and contriving the 


beſt and moſt compendiousandoorderly courſe of teaching Grammar, we 


hungbly.defire the Aſſembly ro appoint.a Committee for that effet, who 
may. repart their diligence to the.next: Generall Aſſembly. © 
The Overtares and Articles above-written "__ 
_- reading and ſerious eoflaaten thereof , t 
And ordaines them to 
| in all rime- coming. 


reported 10 this Aſſembly after 
Aſſembly apts the (ame, 
ingnce of Aſſembly 


EE, Seſl. 


vethe firength of an Aid and or 


= 


VI. 


The Generall Arby, +4. 
Se, XI. 5. lip. t64% 
. eAF anent contraty Oaths. 
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Overtures anent Family Exerciſes,Catechifing, kee ing 
of $ynods and Preshyteries , and reſtraint of Aaul- 
- teries; Witch-crafts, and other groſſe jms. 
The Committee ſupplicates the A ſſembly, 
of [EE O urge the ſeverall Synods and Presbyreries, eſpecially 
F&# \4Hll cheſc of the North,that Family Exerciſe in Religion, viſt- 
@ T | cxion ofthe Churches, Catechiſing, keeping of the Preſ- 
3 NETS byteriall and Pzovinciall meetings (both, by Preaching 
C>38SDj and Ruling Elders) be more caretyllyobſerved.. . 

11. Thatthe Clerkar leaſt lubſcribe every Book before it. come to the 
Afﬀembly, and chatevery Ac be noted on the Margeat, for adireory of 
expedition. 446 43 608) \; ESO PER PI 

- HI. Thar the Aſſembly. would ſeriouſly ftudie by; all meanes and 
wayes how-to pracure the Magiſtrates concurrence, to cutb and puniſh 
theſe notorious vices which .abound inthe Land ,; eſpecially in the Nor-. 
thera parts: -,' | "Data aict-ci9 : | 


© Presbyteries #6 give up to the Faitice the names of the Advlterers;ince | 
y of ſuch grofſe and fearful 


yaw” 


fff anent the Aﬀfenblier defiwer 10 the Lords of 

' Connjell, and Canfervatrs of Teqee. 
He Aﬀenibty being inoſt defiichs'to voſt all, /and ro omivno 
C kewfalt wine of 2s (TERA ARID Gadkbak 
M God und man, for fatttierance of their defires Fl yin Ret 


FEUE fora tniformdty ofirk-gor t, Andconfideriagehe 


voursto this happy end : Therefore enjdyrics the Moderator , ne the 
Coniniflionerstrom the Affernbly,eo ſuppficate with a carneſineſſo und 
repedt, the Lards of hs Majeties Hnhounibe Privis Cogneell ant Hte- | 
wiferthe Commiſfioners zppointed by His Mijeftices, ind rhe Proliument, 
for conſervation of thePeace,that they may be pleaſed roconcur with the 
Kirk 1n the like defires ro His Majeſty and the Parliament of England, and 
in the like direQions to the Commiſſioners of this Kingdome , at Londen 

time, that by all poſſible means, Civill, and Eeclefiaſtick , this 
bleſſed Worke may be adyanced , and a happy ſettling betwixt His Maje- 
ſtie and His Parliament , may be endeavoured, andthe common Peace 
betwixt the Kingdomes continued and ſtrengrhened. 


G- Seſl. 
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Rents 4nd revenyes,ro be umployed y he 

uſes:of the Kirk, qr:the "gy of che Ge 
gracious. AnimerAfthe 3-0 Fo nels 
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| ptous zeale., doth, MOre full nn 47 
Majeſtie wasgratiouſly: | tor{1gn, cand g 
Signator ofthe ſaid/500., l. yearly to have cpa the ; 


f equer | R Pu the 


ſamineis nor as yer delivered. And conlidering His Majeſties pious dire- 
Rionsto them by. his Majefties, Lerterta, Els wg We phakne Skirts 
and borders of the Kingdome , 8s moſt nece or the glory of God, 


the good ofthe Kirk, and His Majeſties honour, axtihreicenehich, is only 


ſtopped by the want of.chargesfor publik ſierions S, And withall to re- 
ws. nh fin His unoleh by His eoſin thy ;eh cir juſt and _— 


deſides 1 for. wharmay. er promiſed heh the, good of Religion, whereunts 


His Majeſties Commiſſioner 


omiſed mus endeavours and affiſtance. 
Therefore the Aﬀembly doth not ca ecom adhd ro His Majeſtics 
\Commiſſionexto cprleke His Majet > with. his beſt aſſiſtance , the 


humble and neceflary deſires of the whole Afﬀſembly , thar His Majeſtic 
wilbe graciouſly:-pleaſedto. command thi ar Signator already ſigned by His 
-Royall hand ( or ro figne another of the. Ke e tenor , whereof they deli- 
ver the;juſt double ro His ies Commil oner fort hat effeR,) robe 
ſenrto.this Kingdom ,and delivered ro the Palos from this Aſ- 
ſembly., who. are to fitat Edjzburgh, orto the Procurator of, the Kirk, 


whereby His Majcſtic ſhall re and. more Figs this whole Kirkto pra 
ea wet Fan Raye WI Feriony and d Goverment d 


toe rableling Grom Heaven i 
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Sel. XI. 5. dug. 1642. 
The Aſſemblies Leiter to the Commiſsioners of this 
Kivgdom at London. 
Right Honourable, SHES 
HERE have received your Lordſhips Letter , with the Declaration of 
AW RE the Parliament of Englazd, and have ſent this Noble bearer to 
WARR His Majeſty with our humble Supplication , and to your Loxd- 
ſhips with our Anſwer, earneſtly defiring Unity of Religion, and Unitor: 
mity of Kirk-government , to be preſented by your Lordſhips, and this 
Noble bearer to the Ronourable Houſes of Parliament. Your Lordſhips 
will perceive by the incloſed Copies, and by our deſires to His Majeſties 
honourable Privie Councell and Commiſhoners for the conſervation of 
the Peace, to joyn their beſt endeavours with His Majeſtie and the Parlias 
ment,and their dire&tions to yourLordſhips, by our leaving a Commiſſion 
behinde us,to concur with them in all Ecclefiaſtick wayes, and by our ap- 
pointing publike Prayers,and a ſolemn Faſt through this Kirk, for the fur- 
therance of this great work of Reformation, and continuance ofthe com- 
mon Peace, that this unity in-Religion & Uniformity of Kirk-government 
is thechiefeſt of our deſires, prayers and cares : whereunto as we hgye been 
encouraged by the faithfull labors of the Commiſsioners of this Kingdom 
in the lateTreaty,and continued and renewed by your Lordſhips;{o we are 
affured,that your Lord(hips will omitno lawtfull mean,argument,or pcca- 
fion of ſeconding the ſame there, And advertiſing our Commilsioners at 
Edinburgh, wherein they may further concur with your Lordſhips,far the 
fartherance ofthe Work , which tends ſo much to the glory of God, ad- 
vancement of Chriſts Kingdom, increaſe of the honour and happineſle of 
our Soveraign,and the peaceand welfare of theſeKingdoms, whereby your 
Lordſhips will oblige this Kirk more and more to pray for a bleſhgg on 
your perſons and travels,and to reſt | «l- 


| Yours in the Lord =. +: 
S. Andrews 5.Aug.1642. The Commiſcioners of the Generall Aſſembly. 


A Letter from ſome Miniſters of England. 
Reverend and wel-beloved in our Lord and Saviour, 

SPAIME received with mych joy and Axtisfaction , the Anſwer which 
$9 your Generall Aſſembly vouchſajed us tqour Letters of the laſt 

EIFS yer, Some of us in the name of our Brethren, though irthen fir 
by M. Alexander Henderſon (8 Brother ſo juſtly approved by yay, and ho- 
noured by us ) to return our deſerved thanks. And we now further think 
it equall upon this occaſion,co make 2 more publike acknowledgement " | 
ſuch a publike tavour. You were then pleaſed to give us fair grounds , tg 
expe that brorherly advice and endeavours,which the common caule of 
Chriſt, andthe mutuall intereſt ofthe unired Nations, command ys ngw 


again to ask, it not to chalenge. We doubt not but yourexperiengs,toge- 
G 2 oa 


% 


50 The Generall Aſſembly, 1 6 4.2. 
ther with your intelligence, abundantly informes you of our condition, 
what various adminiſtrations of providence we have paſſed through , and 
. we ſtill lye betwixt hopes and feares, a fittemper for working; the God of 
all grace enable us to improve it. As our hopes are not ſuch as may make 
us fear, ſo neither doe our Feares prevail, to the caſting away our confi- 
dence. Your own late condition, together with this Declaration of ours 
preſent , may acquaint you with the certain , though ſubtil., authors and 
| fomentors of theſe our confuſed conflits : which we conceive to be the 

Hierarchical faQtion,who have no way to peaceand ſatety,but through the 
trouble and danger of others. Our prayers and endeavours,according to 
our meaſure , have been, and ſhall be for the ſupplanting and rooting up 
whatſoever we finde {o prejudiciall to the eſtabliſhment of the Kingdome 
of Chriſt,and the peace of our Soveraigne. And that this Declaration of 
our ſelves may not leave you unſatisfied , we think it neceſſary turther to 
expreſle, That the deſire of the moſt godly and conſiderable part among tt 
us., is, Thatthe Presbyterian Government , which hath juſt and cvidenr 
Foundation both inthe Word of God, and religious reaſon , may be 
eſtabliſhed amongſt us , and that -( according to your intimation ) we may 
agree in ohe Conteſſion of Faith , one direorie of Worſhip , one publike 
Carechiſme and form of government: Whichthings,if they were accom=- 
pliſhed , we ſhould much rejoyce in our happy ſubjeion to Chriſt our 
Head, and our deſired aſſociation with you our beloved brethren. For 
the berrer effecting whereof, we rhought it neceſſary, not only to acquaine 
you with what our deſires are in themſelves, bur likewiſe to you, thar is, 
That what way ſhall ſeem moſt fir to the wiſedom of that grave and reli- 
gious Aſſembly,may be taken forthe furtherance of our indeavours in this 
kind. We underſtand that ourParliament hath been beforehand with us in 
this intimation, and it cannot but be our duty,who are ſo much concerned 
in the buſineſſe, to adde what power the Lord hath given us with you ro 
the ſc purpoſe. This deſigne and defire of ours hath enemies on the 
Left-hand ; and diſſenting brethren on the Right , but we doubt nor, that 
as Our hearts juſtifie us that our intentions are right , and ſuch as we con- 
ceivetend moſt to the glory of God,and the peace of the Churches of the 
' Saints; ſo (by your brotherly concurrence in the moſt ſpeedy and effeu- 

all way you can find out ) the Work will in Gods due, time receive a 
prayed.for,hoped foriſſue. . We ſhall not need by many arguments from - 
mutuall Nationall intereſt{(though we know you will not overlook them) 
eo inforce this requeſt , the firme bond wherewith we arc all united in our 
Lord Jcſus Chriſt, we are aſſured will alone engage your faithfull endea- 
vors in this buſineſe. To him we commit you,with theſe great and impor- 
rant affairs you have in hund. Be pleaſed to accept of theſe as the expreſſion 
of the mindes of our many godly and faithfull Brethren, whoſe hearts we 
doubt not of , neither need you , though their hands in regard of the ſud- 
denneſle of this opportunity could not be ſubſcribed together with ours, 


who are 


| -- Tour moſt affettionate friends and brethren 
London 22. Fuly Oe Oy in the Work of the Lord. 
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Anſwer to the Miniſters Letier. 


Right Reverend and beloved inthe Lord Feſus. ; 


x1 Y our Anſwerto the Declaration ſent unto us from the ho- 
Dj nourable Houſes of Parliament , ye may perceive that your 
a B | : Al Letter which came into our hands ſo ſeaſcnably,was not on- 
N79 ly acceptable unto us , but hath alſo encouraged us to renew 
TE2u0SD) both ro the Kings Majeſtie and the Houſes of Parliament, 
The deſires ofthe late Commiſſioners of this Kingdome for Unity in Re- 
ligion , inthe four particulars remembred by you , we cannot be ignorant 
bur the oppoſition from Satan and worldly men in Kirk and Policy, will 
ſtill be vehemenraas it hath.been already , But we are confident through 
our Lord leſus Chriſt , that the prayers and indeavours of the godly in 
| both KirfdYoms, will bring the work to a wiſhed,and bleſſed Iſſue. This 
whole natfonall Kirk is ſo much concerned in that Reformation and Uni- 
ry of Religion in both Kingdomes,that without it we cannot hope for any 
longtime to enjoy our puritie and peace , which hath coſt us ſo dear, and 
is now our chiefeſt comfort and greateſt treaſure : Which one caufe(beſide 
the Honour of God, and the happineſle of the People of God in that 
Kingdome ,.more deſired of us then Our lives ) is more then ſufficientto 
move us , To contribute all thatiis in our power for bringing it to paſſe. 
| And fince we have with ſo great liberty made our Jefires and hepes 
known both to King and Parliament, it is a duety incumbent both to you 
and us, who make mention of the Lord , and are Watch-men upon the 
Walls of Feruſalem , never more to keep ſilence nor to hold our peaceday 
nor night , till the righteouſneſle of Sion go forth as brightneſle , and the 
ſalvation thereof as a lamp that burneth. And if ic ſhall pleaſe the Lord 
ro move the hearts of King and Parliament, ro hearken unto the motion, 
for which end we have reſolacd to keep a ſolemne Faſt and Humiliation 
in all the Kirks of this Kingdome , the mean by which we have prevailed 
in times paſt, we wiſh that the Work may be begun with ſpeed, and proſe- 
cuted with diligence by the joint Iabours of ſome Divines in both King- 
doms, who may prepare the ſame for the view and examination of a more 
frequent Ecclefiaſtick meeting of the beſt affeted to Reformation there, 
and of the Commiſſioners of the Generall Aſſembly here , that in end it 
may have the approbation of the Generall Afſembly here, and of all the 
Kirks there, inthe beſt way thar may be,we wiſh and hope ar laſt in a na- 
tionall Aſſembly , Our Commiſhoners at Edinburgh, ſhall in our name re- 
ceive and returne anſwers for promoving ſo great a Work, which we with 
our heart and our ſoule recommend to the bleſſing of God, we continue, 


Tour loving brethren and 
fellow. labowrers. 


Att 
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At for the Lord Maitlands preſenting the Aſſemblies 
Supplication to His «0M ajeſtie , and for going tothe 
Commiſsioners at London , with the Anſwer to the 
Parliament of Englands Declaration. 


BY3AP He General Aſſembly conſidering the neceſlity of ſending ſome 

; © perfon of good worth and quality for to-preſent their humble 
d} Supplication to His Majeſtic, and to deliver their direQtions to 
yaa the Commilſiuners of this Kingdom,now at Londos,with their 
Declaration to the Parliament of England, and Anſwer to ſome wel-affe- 
fed Miniſters of that Kirk : And having certain knowledge of the worth, 
ability,and faithfulneſle of Foh» Loxd Maitland one oftheir number, who 
being witnefleto all their intentions and proceedings, can beſt relate their 
erue loyaltie and reſpe& to their Saveraign, and bratherly affgzaqn.to the 
Kirk and Kingdom of England therein; Therefore dq unenimomlly require 
his Lordſhips pains, by repairing to Court and 39. Lexgep for the premiiles, 
which hereby they committo his diligence and figelity, willing his Lord- 
ſhip to make account of his proceedings herein to their Commiſhoners 
appointed to lit at Edinburgh. 


Bs Seſl X11, 5. Aug. poſt meridiem: | 


Commiſion for publike affairs of this Ki, andfor pro- 
ſecuting the defares of thus A mbly to Hu / ajeſtie. 
and the Parliament of England. 


ESR age General] Aſſembly conſidering the laydable cuſtome of 
NT this Kirk for 69 appoint ſome Commiſſioners in the interim 
4Y [£3 betwixt Aſſemblies,for preſenting of Quertures and profecy- 
EINLEN ting the other defires of the Kirk to His Majeſtic, the Lords 
of His Councell, and the Eſtates of Parliament , And taking totheir con- 
fideration the preſent condition of the Kirk of Zng/and, with the Declara- 
tion thereof ſent down from the Parljament, and {ome reverend Brethren 
of the Minijftery there, with their own Anſwer tothe Parliament and Mi- 
niſtery, and their humble Supplication to His Majeſtie for Unity of Relji- 
gion and Uniformity of Kirk-governmens. And withall remembring their 
gefires to the Honourable: Lords of His Majeſties ſecret Councell, and to 
the Commiſſioners appointed by the King and Parliament, for conſerya- 
tion of the common Peace, Thar they would joyn their concourſe in their 
deſires to His Majeſtic and Parliament, and direQions to the Commilsio- 
ners of this Kingdom at Londen tor the time. And likewiſe conſidering 
their good hopes from Gods gracious favour to this Ifland , that by his 
ood providence he will in his own way and time ſettle this great Work 
through this whole Ile; And that it is both our earneſt deſire and Chriſtian 
duty to uſcall lawfull means and Ecclefiaſtick wayes for furtherance of ſo 
| | great 
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greata; Work , continuance gf the.com oe 
end Lorpings ootoetp cocrinondence bers cheleFhs, Therkarethe 
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M pin ne Mini a Chir Moe olſen Te 
Anarew Blackhall, Fames Fleming, Robert Ker, Commiicioners from Ha-! 
djngioup ro this Alembly : Mafters,George Hamilton, R art Blair, Arthur. 
<Horioug, David Dalgleiſh, Andrem Benner, Walter Greg, Fabn. Manieref, 
Fohs Smith, George; Gilleſpie, FahniRow, Tohn Dancan, 1 alter Bruce -OM-., 
miſsioners for the.Presbyteries within the Province of. Foffe "M7 vid 
Calderwaed Miniſter at Pencaitland, M.Fohn Adamſon Princ ipalof the Cal 

| kedgeaf Fdnmgh Mgotmicang Princialgtche Co Eiecot cl 

( M. David Dickſon,M.Fames Boxer ,M. Robert; Badlie, M. John Bell,M., 


# 


bet. 
Ramſay, M.George Young, M. Henry Guthrie, M.Samnel Onſtein, M.Tobn. Re- 
bertſon Miniſter at S.Fohnſtoun, M.Fohn Robertſon Miniſter at Dundie, M. 
Fohn Hume Miniſter at Eckills,M. Andrew Cant, M.Willigm Guild, M..Samuel 
Rutherfurd, M.Fames Martin, M.A lexandtr Monroe, WRobert Murray, 
M.Fohn Maclellan , i Andrew Donganſon , M.Silvefter Lambie , M.Gilhers 
Roſs, Miniſters : Marqueſſe of Argyle, Earlesf Ladderdiile', Glonraine,. 
Kinghorne , Eglintoun , Weemes , Caſsils: Lords, Gordoan , Maitland , Bal- 
carras, Sit Patrick Hepburne of Wauchtoun, Sir David Home of Wedderhurye,. . 
Sir Devid.Creightoun of Lugtoun ,' Sir David Barclay of Cullearnie ,\ oh 
Hehderfon of Fordell..M.George Winrame of Libertoun Sit Robert Drummond, 
Sir Willizw Carmichaell, Fohn Binnie, Thomas 'Paterfon; Fobn Sempill, John 
Kennedy of Air , Fer Leſlie trom Aberdene, William Glendining Proveſt of 
Kirkubright ,Fohn ColFear , Ruling Elders ; withthe corſcurſe of the Pro- 
curator of the Kirk - And grants tothein fill Power and Commiſſion in 
this interim , betwixt and the next Aſſembly; for to meet and conveen ar 
Edinburgh upon the 17. day of this moneth of M»guft, and upon any 
otherday, orin any. other place,as they ſhall think convenient : Andbging. 
met and conveened , :or any fifteen of them , there being alwayes tWelye: 
Miniſters preſent: With full power for ro confider and performe what. 
they finde neceſſary.forthe Miniſterie , by preaching , ppc fers 
pairing of draughts of one Confeſſion , one Catechiſme ,onedire ory of 
publike Worſhip.( which are alwayes to be reviſed by the next Generall 
Aſſembly) and by all other lawfull & Eccleſiaſtick wayes,for turtherance 
of this great Workin the Union of this Iland*1n Religion. and Kirk-go- 
vernment,and for continuance of.our own peace at home, and of the com- 
mon peace'betwixt the Nations,and keeping of good correſpondente be- - 
ewixt the Kirks of this land. Like as if it ſhall pleaſe God. to bleſſe the 
prayers and endeavours. of his Saints for this bleſſed Union , and that 
if either the Lords of Councell,or Commilsioners for the Peace ſhall re- 
quiretheir concurſe at home or abroad, by ſending Commiſſioners with 
theirs to His Majeſty. and Parliament for that. effe&, or thar they them- 
{elves ſhall finde it neceſſary; The Aﬀſembly grants full power to them,not 
only to concurre by all lawfull and Eccleſiaſtick wayes, with the Coonr 
| | | an 
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Fo OS cis to. 
A Petition from 2308 diſlreifed Profeſfors inbeland q 
Tothe reverend and rithe Honourable the Moderator 

ant remanent members © of the Gen enerall A, Membly of 


Scodand;comveened at S. Andrews, Fuly 1644s 


The humble. Petition of the molt part of the Scontiſh Nation in the 
 Nonh of dreland;, in their owh names , indin namt of h 
the reſt of the Proteſtants there. 


my 
wry Har where your Peticiohiers; by rhe grent Meſhing of the T.8Hd; 
C orator for a [irrle while a peactable ani fruitful Miniſtetis of 
. derra our 0wn abuſt of forith 4 Werey; hd 
VII throws Lat the Prelktes, Webhavebeen L16#8 tlie 
zofled of our Miniſters {a te to fifty of us heavier then 862th 5 whe 
Þ chaſed into Srotzed , were not dftogether un-uleivll fhthe tay of 
yolit Fiked, þ And We having, been Yince'op Frere und ſcartered) &s 
wie hive nh herd, Wo laſt the wiſe and ri RT of = 
Ltd, by the ſWord of the Rebels,hith bereft us oil nat hy 
us of &itr pods, a4d left ns but k few , etmmrks an Femmes of 
and tidth chiſedttoin osthereft char were cated our Mi 
phreth red tre could ſcarce eſteem fiich page 
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ther know we what thand co tern us co fot help, but tethe Laid ſo far ob- 
liged by the Lords late rare theveies, arid [0 far enriched to furniſh hetpof 
thir kinde 4 4 Land whence many of us drew our bloodand breath; arid 
whete ( patdofi the neceſſary boldneffe ) ſome 6f our own Miniſtetsnow 
are, who wete ſo violently plucked from us;ſo ſore againſt both their own 
aAd our wills ; yea, the Land that fo renderly in their boſons received dur 
poor out-caſts', und rhat harh ulready ſentus ſo rich a ſupply of able and 
proſperous Souldiers to revenge our wrotig: - Tok v" 
Thetefore, although we know that your zeule and brotherly afRionh 
- would urge you take notice without dot advercifement , yet give us 
lexve inthe bowels of our LofrdJeſiis Chriſttomerear;ifrhete be any con- 
ſolation in Chtilt, if any comfort of love ;/ if anyllowſhip of the ſpirit, 
if ary bowels of metcy , that now-in this hick of rime; when the ſwotd of 
the Enemie making way ' for athore profitable ciitertdinirig the Goſpel, 
havingalſs baniſhed che Prelares;atid rheir followets,whert our extrettiity 
of diſtreſſs., and the fair hopevotſpecdy ſettling of peace; Hath operied (6 
fair doote tothe Goſpel , you would take the cauſe of your younger 
fitet , that hath no breſts , to your ſerious conſideration, and pity =_ 
Macedo ans crying to you that ye would come ovet arid helps, being 
the ſervants ofthe God of your Farhets , ad claiming intereſt with you 
in a common Covenaat,that accordingtothe good hand of God upon us, 
ye may ſend us Miniſters for the houſe of our God. We do not take upon 
us fo preſcribe to you the way or the number, bur inthe view of all , the 
finger of the Lord points at theſe , whomthoupgh perſecution of the Pre- 
lars drew from us,yet our intereſt in them could not betaken away, where- 
in we truſt it regard of ſeveral ofrhem,called home by death,your bounty 
will ſuper-adde ſome able men of your own tha mayhelprto lay the fourt- 
darion df Gods houſe,according to the Patreth; Bur forthele fo unjuſtly 
zeft froth us, not only our neceſliry., bur equity pleads , thar either you 
would fend them all over , which werea Work ro be parallc}led ro the 
lories of the Primitive times, of at leaſt that ye would declare them tran- 
portable, that when Invitatots ſhall be ſent to any ofthem, whereinthey 
may diſcerne a call from God , there rfiay be no difficulticin their looſi 
from thenie6;*but they may come back to perfet whae they begart , an 
may get praiſe and fame in the Land, whete they were pur to ſhame, Nejs 
ther are you to queſtion yout power over us fo to-doe,or crave a prefident 
of your own practiſe in that kind ; for our exttaordinary need calling on 
ou, furniſherh you with a power to makethis a prefidenr for the like caſes 
fieteatrer: herein if you ſhall lay afide the particular concernment of fome 
ſew places, which you may eafily our of your rich Nutfetics plant again, 
and make wie of your publike ſpirits, which are not ſpent, bur {acreates by 
your ſo many noble defignes z you ſhall leave upori us arid our poſteritis 
che ſtamp of an obligation that canfiotbe delere, or that cannot be expreſ= 
fed;you thall ſetid roll the nejghbourtng Cliurches a pattern,and erect fox 
afrer-ages a monument of felf- denyitig tender neale; you ſhall disburdere 
the Landof the many ont-cafts, who will follow over their Minifters,and 
you ſtall make ic appear; that the churliſh bounty of the Prelars, which ae - 
firft caſt ſome of theſe men overes m_ not comparable with the _ 
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full liberalitie of a rightly conſticute Generall Aſſembly , rowhom-weare 
r{waded,the Lord will give ſeed for-the.loane which you beſtow onthe 
ord, yea, the day may come , when a Generall Aſſembly in.this Land 
- may. returne to you the firlt fruirs of thanks, for the plants of. your tree 
gif... Andalthough you were ſcant of furniture of this kinde your ſelves, 
or might apprehend more need then formerly, yet doubtleſſe, your bowels 
of compaſſion would make your deep povertic even-in agreat tryal of at- 
flicion , abound to the riches of your liberalitie. But now ſeeing you a- 
bound in all things;, and have formerly given ſo amplea proof. of your 
large beſtowing.on Churches.abroad in Germanie and France, knowing 
that you are not. wearied in well-doing!', we confidently promile.ro our 
ſelves in, your.name,, that ye will abound inthis grace alſo, following the 
. example ot our Lordand the-Primitive-Churches , who alwayes ſent our 
diſciples in paires., But if herein our hopes ſh11l faile us,we ſhall not. know 
whetherro wiſhthat we had died with our Brethren by the Enemics hand, 
for we ſhall be as if it were ſaid unto us.,,Goe ſerve other Gods, yer looking 
for another kinde of Anſwer.at your hagds ,,for inthis youareto-us as an 
 Anzcl of God , we have ſent.thele bearers , M.Fohn Gordoww and M. Hugh 
Campbell our Brethren , who.may more,particularly. informe. you; of our 
caſe, and deſire that at theirrerurne , they.may refreſh the. bowels of 
': Tour moſt inflant aud earneſt Supplicants. 
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' Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters to go to Ireland. 
3F;Y He Aſſembly having received a Petition ſubſcribed by a conſi- 
©, derable number in theNorth © fIre/axd, jintimating their deplo- 
Ree rable condition,through want of the Miniſterie of che Goſpel, 
wars occaſioned by the tyrannie of the Prelats, and the {word of 
the Rebels, anddefiring ſome Miniſters, eſpecially ſuch as had been cha- 
ſed from them , by the perſecution of the Prelats , and ſome others to be 
added,cither to be ſent preſently over to reſide amongſt them, or declared 
tranſportable , that upon invitation from them , they might.goe and ſettle 
there;together with {ome particular Petitions,defiring the returne of ſome 
particular Miniſters , who had laboured there before : All which the. A(- 
ſembly hath taken to their ſerious conſideration, being moſt heartily. wil- 
ling tro ſympathize with every member of Chriſts Body, although never 
ſo remote; much more with that Plantation there , which for the moſt 
part was a Branch ofthe Lords Vine, planted in this Land. .In which 
ſollicitude , as they would be loath ro uſurpe without their own bounds, 
or ſtretch themſelves beyond their own meaſure4 1{o they dare not be 
wanting, to the enlargement of Chrifts Kingdome, where {o loud a cry of 
ſo extreame neceſſitie, could' not bur ſtirre up the bowels of Chriſtian 
compaſſion. And although they conceive,that the preſent unſertled con- 
dition both of Church , and;State , and Land, will not ſuffer them as yer 
to looſe any to make conſtant:abode there ;.yet they have reſolvedto ſend 
over ſome for the preſent exigent till rhe next Generall Afembly, by 
courſes to ſtay there four moneths allanerly : And therefore doe hereby 
| authorize 
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authorize and give Commiſhontothe perſons following,to wit, M. Robert 
Blair , Miniſter at S._Andrews and M:;Fames Hamilton, Miniſter at Dun- 
freis forthe firlk four moneths : M. Robert Ramſay, Miniſter at Glaſgow,and 
M.Fohn' M aclelland Miniſter at Kirkudbrizht,for the next four monerhs: 
and to M. Robcrt Baillie,profeſſor of divinitic in the Univerſitie of Glaſgow, 
and M.Fohn Leviſtoun, Miniſter of Stranraire for the laſt four moneths: To 
repairinto the North of Ireland. and thereto viſit , comfort , inſtru and 
encourage the ſcattered flocks of Chriſt , ro employ to their uttermoſt 
with all faithfulneſle and fingleneſle of heart,in planting and watering, ac- 
cording to the direction of Jeſus Chrift,and according tothe doctrine and 
diſcipline of this Church in all things , And it need be( with concurrence 
of ſuch of the Miniſters of the Army as are there. ) totry.and ordain ſuch 
as ſhall be found qualified for the Miniſterie , Giving charge untothe per- 
ſons forefaid in the fight of God, that in dorine,in worſhip,in diſcipline, 
and in their dayly converſation , they ſtudie to approve themſelves as the 
Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, and that they be comprable ro the Generall A(- 
ſembly ofthis Kirk, in all things. Andain caſe if any of the above-men- 
tioned Miniſters be impeded by fickneſle, or otherwiſe neceſſarily derain- 
ed from this ſervice , the Aſſembly ordaines the Commiſſioners reſiding 
ar Edinburgh , torthe publike affairs of the Church , to nominate in their 
place well qualified men, who hereby are authorized to undertake the 
foreſaid imployment , as if they had been expreſſely nominate in the face 
of the Aſſembly. And this, although poſſibly ir ſhall not tully ſatisfie the 
large expeRtation of the Brethren in /re/and,yet the Aſſembly is confident 


they will rake in good part at this time , that which is judged moſt conve- / 


nient for their preſent condition , even a lent mite out ot their own , not 
very great plenty , to ſupply the preſent neceflity ; requiring of them no 
other recompence, bur that they inall cheerefulneſſe may embrace and 
make uſe of the meſſage of ſalvation , and promiſing to enlarge their in- 
debred bounty atthe next Aſſembly, as they ſhall finde the Worke of the 


Lord there to require. In the meane while, wiſhing that thele who are ſent, 


may come with the full bleſſing of the Goſpel and peace,and recommend- 
ing them, their labours, and theſe to whom they are ſent, tothe rich 
bleſsing of the great ſhepherd ofthe flock. 


Seſl. XIII. 6. Aug. 1 p 4.2. 
oAll againſt flandering of «M1. miſters, 


SZ $ZHHe Generall Aſſembly conſidering the malice of divers pet- 


which is not onely injurious to their perſons, and diſcredita- 
bleto the holy calling ofthe Miniſterie , bur doth alſo prove 
Ofteri a grear prejudice and hinderance to the promoving of the Goſpel: 
Doe therefore ordain Presbyteries and Synods to proceed diligently in* 
proceſle againſt all perſons , that ſhall reproach or ſcandall Miniſters, with 
the cenſures of the Kirk, even to the higheſt, according as they ſhall finde 
the degree or quality of the ſcandal deferve. 
| -- "WS AG 
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A # anent ordering of the Aſſembly Houſe... | 


Ts He Afembly for berrer order in time coming ardains the AR of 
* 1 & the Afembly at Aberdeue for ordering the Houſe of the Aﬀembly 
BEEF co be kept hereafter puncually. - And far that ee, that the (a» 
mine be reade the firſt Sef5iona of every Aﬀembly. | 


Ae for remembring in publike Prayers the defires of 
the Aſſembly to the King and Parliament, 
and indict1on of a publike Faſt. 


$2 EISS He Generall Aſſembly being deſirous to promove the 
IGOR great work of Unity in Religion, and Unitormity in 

S) Church-government, in all thir three Daminions, fox 

S. Ty Which the Aſſembly bath humbly ſupplicate the Kings 
SS IS 4d <-, Majeſtie,and remonſtrate their deſires to the Parliament 
SBRIO/ES of Evelard, lefk they ſhould be wanting in any meane 
that may further ſo glorious and ſo good a Work : Dae ordain , that nog 
only the {aid Declaration to the Parliament, and ſupplication to the Kings 
Majeſtie , ſhall be accompanicd with the earneſt Petitions and.prayers of 
the whole Brethren in private and publike , for the Lords bleſhng there- 
unto , according tothe laudable cuſtome of aur predeceſlars, who inche 
year of God 158g, ordaines that the Brethren in their private and publike 
prayers , recommend unto Gad the eſtate of the affliged Church of Zag- 
land; But having juſt cauſe of fear , that rhe iniquiries of the Land, which 


ſa much abound , may marre this ſo great a Work, doe alſo ordain a ſo- 


lemne Faſt to be kept on the ſecand Lords day of September, and the 
Wedneſday following throughout the whole Kingdome far the cauſes. 
after ſpecified. 

Groſle ignorance and all ſort of wickedneſſe among the greater pert, 
ſecurity, meer formality and yatruutulnefle among the beſt, and unthank- 
fulneſle in all. | 

The ſword raging throughout all Chriſtendome, bur moſt barbaroyſly#; 
in Ireland, and dayly more and more threatned in England, through the 
lamentable diviſion berwixt the King and the Partiament there , tending 
ro the ſubverſion of Religion and Peace in all the three Kingdomes, 

That God may gracioufly blcſſe the ſupplicatian of the Aſſembly rothe 
Kings Majcſty , and their motion to the Parliament of Englene , tor Uni- 
tie in Religion , and Uniformity of Kirk-government , and all other 
meanes which may ſerve for the promoving af ſo great a Worke, and ad- 
vancement of the Kingdome of Chrift every where. | 

That God may powerfully overturne all wicked plots and deſignes of 
Antichriſt and his follawecrs,and all divifive motions againſt the caurſe of 
Retormatian, and the ſo much longed far Unian of the King and Parlis: 
ment. | | 

That God may bleſle the haxvet. 

| Reference 
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Reference from the Presbyterie of Kirkcaldie.' | 


» x1 


Fw declare rhe limits of the Sabbath , during which the Pannes 
ſhoutd ftand. 


He Aſſembly referres the Anfwer of this Oueſtion , tothe Acts of former 
] Aſſemblies. RE | | 


) A 9 profaned by going of Salt-pannes , That this Aſſembly would 


Reference from the Synode of Fyfte. 


CLAY: Har the Provincial of W; ngus keep their meeting on.the fe day . 


$ with the Synod of Fyffe , which bregkes the correſpondence be- 
FI% tween them, appointed by the Generall Aſſembly of Glaſgow. 


ANSWER. Wes. 
He Aſſembly erdaines the Provincial Afſembly of Angus to keep their 
firſt mecting upon the third Tweſdty of April , conforme to the Ati of rhe 
ſais Aſſembly of Glaſgow. SAY = | 


Overtures to be adviſed by Presbyteries 
againſt the next Aſſembly. Docs 


Meaow Appeals ſhall be brought into the Generall Aſſemblies, 
213 FE and by whar ſort of ciration. a. 
il What ſhall be the preſcription of ſcandalls , within what 
Ns ſpace of time ſhall chey be challenged ,- whether afrerthree 
TSRSDy years, the Miniſter having beenal}owed and approved in life 
and doQrine by Synods , Presbyrteries, and Viſitations. | 
What order ſhall be taken for keeping Generall Aﬀ/emblies, when Pref- 
byteries ſend not the full number of Commiſhoners: Or when the Com- 
miſſioners abide nor untill the concluſion and diſfolving of the Aſſembly, 
Orderto be adviſed for Teſtimonialls. | | 


IN 


'- AA 


———— _— 


He A -_ appoint: the next Generall Aſſembly to hold at Edinburgh 
| the firſt Weanejaay of Auguſt , 1643. wk | 
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a} Nent the Aas of Aﬀemblies , for obſervation ofthe Lords Day, 
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Acts ofthe Generall Aſſemblies holden at Edinburgh 1639. At Aberdene 


1640, 


Ar S. Andrews and Edinburgh 164 1. 


And at bo, 


S. Andrews 16 42. whichare not Printed. 


Index of the principall Als of the Aſſembly at Edinburgh 1 63 9.0t Printed. 


He Kin2s Vajelties Commiſſion to 
Tohs: Earle of Traquair. 

Election of M.D avid Dickſon Moderator. 

The Kings Majcities Commiſſioners, and 
the Aſltmblics Declarations aneat the 
Aſſembly of Glaſgow. 

Renmiciation of M. Alex.'Lind/ey pretended 
Biſhop of Dwxke/,of Epiſcopacie. 

Commiilon for viſitation of the Univerſitie 
of S.» Andrews. 2 

Commillion for viſitation of the Univerſttie 
of Glaſgow. | 

AR reviving former Adts againſt going of 
Salt-pans on the Sabbath day. 


| 


AX for drawing up of a Catechiſme: 
Articles and Overtures to be preſented to 
_ the enſuing Parliament. 

The report of the Committee appointed for 
examination of theBuok called,TheKings 
Aanif:fto, or, Declaration. 

The Covenant or confeſſion of Faith. 

A& anent the adjoyning of ſomeKirks inthe 

| He of Boot to the Presb. of Denune. 

Ad adjoyning ſomeKirks in the Iles of (7:4 

and Tyrie,to the Provinciall of K;lz1oire. 

Commu. for viſitation of the Colledge of 

eAberdene., | | 

Commil. to the Presbytery of Edinburgh. 


Index of the principal Atts of the Aſſembly at Aberdene 1640.n0t Printed. 
| | Ac for Ruling Elders: keeping of Presvy- 


—_— of M. Andr. Ramſay Moderator. 

Ac againſt profaning.gf the Sabbath. * 

AR anent Charmers. 

Ac renewing a former At made againſt 
Priors and Abbots; | 

Commillion for attending the Parliament. 

Commiſlion anent the Province of Roſſe. 

Commil. anent the Presbytery of Kirkwall. 

Ac anent the Presbytery-ſeat of Selkirk. 

Report of the Viſitors of the Univerſitie of 
GlaſgoW, and a new Commillion of viſi- 
tation of that Univerſity. 

At anent the carriage of Miniſters. 

Act anent the ordering of Family Exerciſe. 


eerics. 

AR anecnt Magiltrates being Members of 
Kirk Seſſion. 

Approbation of the proceedings of the 
Commiſſioners appointed to attend the 
preceding Parliament: 

A& anent aboliſhing idolatrous monuments 

Act anent aboliſhing idolatrous monumeats 
io and about eAberdene. | 

The report of the Viſitors of the Univerſitie 
of eAberdene. | 

Comniiſlion for viſiting the Univerſitie of 
eAberdenc, 


Index of the principal Aits of the Alſembly holden at $. Andrews 
and Edinburgh 1641. not Printed. 


Is Majeſties Commiltion to Tohn Earle 
of Weemes. _ | | 
A letter from the Parliament to the Gene- 
rall Aſſembly. ' 
Ad anent the continuation of M. Andrew 
R m/ay Moderator. 
Nis > ajclties Letter tothe Aſſembly. 
Ac ai cat the tranſlation of the Afembly 
| from S. Andrews to Edinburgh. 


Election of M. Alex. Henderſon Moderator. 


Declaration of the Aſſemb.anent the tran(la- 
tion thereof to Edinburgh. GE 
A& for drawing up one Catechiſme, one 
Confeſſion of Faith, DireRory of publike 
worihip and form of Kirk-governmentr. 
A anent M. Andrew Ramſay delivery to 
the Clerk the Books,Farneſiis Book,and 
others,which he received at Aberdene. 
Overtures anent tranſportation of Mini- 
ſters, and plantation of Schooles , re- 
commended 


commended to be adviſed by Synods. 
Refito the Parl.anent the Kirks of Dnkeld. 
AR anent M.-David Calderwood. 
Commil. anent erecting a Presb. in Big gar. 
' Com. for viſitation of Orknay and Zetland. 
AR anent bringing of the Synode Books to 
the Aſlemblies. E 
Ref. from the Parl, anent a Band and a Pa- 
per called a Manifeſto. | 
A anent the deleting of theE.of Traquairs 


| 


MC: 


Declaration out of the Books of ſecret 
Councell. 
Report of Overtures made anent the planta- 
tion of Kirks in the High-lands. 
Commiſſion for viſitation of the Univerſitie 
of S. Andrews. 
Commil. for viſitation of the Univerſitie of 
Glaſgow. 
Commuſ: to attend the Parliament. 
Ref.to that Commiſ.anent thePresb.of Sky. 
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Index of the principal Aits of the CA(ſembly holden at $. Andrews 


27. Fuly 1642. mt Printed. 


H* Vajelties Commiſſion granted to , 


Charles Earle of Damfermling. 

Election of M. Robert Douglas Moderator: 

Acceptation of the Commiilion from the 
Scottiſh Kirk at Campheir, granted to 
M. William Spang. 

AQrenewing the Commiſſions for vilitati- 
on of the Univerſities of S. Andrews and 
Glaſgow. 

A anent delivery of the Iriſh contribution 
to the receivers appointed by the ſecret 
Councell. 

AR anent idoJatrous monuments in Rarh- 
wall, 

Ad anent the Books of the Presbyteries in 
our Armie that went to Eng/and. 

A& anent planting the Kirk of Ki/Winning. 

Commilſ.anent ereQting a Presb. in Biggar. 

Ad repealing the a of the Synod of Gale- 
way concerning tryal of atuall Miniſters. 

The Kings Declar. anent the gift of 5001. 

AR for ſending of Expectants to Ireland, 
and for a Commilſhon to be drawn up to 
ſome Minitters to go there. 

Recom.to the Marques of Argyle anent Pa- 
rrick Fgertic Prieſt,and all other Prieſts, 
or {ayers of Naſle in the North lles, or 
within the bounds of his Juſticiarie. 

AQ anent the reponing of M.G«/berr PoWer. 

Act for putting the Overtures anent main- 
taining Burfars in every Presb.in practiſe. 

Report of the Com. for reviſing ſome Synod 
Books,and the Aflemblies approvation. 


AQ tor giving tranſumpts of the Covenant 


and Band. 

AQ for ſending of Generall a&ts of Afſem- 
blies to Synods. 

Aqt anent lames Murray. 

Report of the Committee of reports of the 


FIMNETX 


proceedings of the Commiſſioners of the 
laſt Aﬀembly appointed to attend the 
Parl. with certain Overtures of the Af- 
ſemblies approtation thereof, with the 
double of the Signator of 500 1. ſent to 
His Majeſtic. 

Com. for viſitation of Orkyay and Zerland. 

Ref. tothe Commil. of this Aſſembly, anent 
the choiſe of any Miniſter to go to Ireland 
in place of any of the 6. appointed by this 

Aſſem.to that effe,in caſe they or any of 
them be 1mpeded by ſickneſle or death. 

Recom. of the 1les, Anandas!,t cdail, Lid- 

diſdaill,c5 c. for want of Kirks & Schools 
of the Presbyterics of Lochmaben, and 
Newbie, for want of acivill Maſtilirate, 
to the Commiſſion for planting of Kirks, 
and ſecret Councell, reſpeftive, 

Ref. to the Commiſion of this Atſembly for 
planting of the Kirk of E dinburgh. 

AR anent M.{ e/vi/s invitation toS..//ndrews 

Commiſſion anent the planting of the Land- 
ward Kirk of S.e Andrews. 

References and Overtures , and the Afſem- 
blies anſwer thereto. 

Ref. to the Commil. of this Aſſembly anen: 
M. James Fairlie. 

Ref. to the Commil. of this Aſſembly anent 
the planting of the Kirk of Dundze. 

Overtures anent the Kirk of {ampheiy. 

Recom. to the Magiſtrates of G!a/gow anent 
Mundayes Market. 

Act ancnt giving in to the Clerk the Liſt of 
Expectants. - 

Act giving power and liberty to Sir eL-chi- 
bald Johnſtown Procurator for the Kirk, 
ani Clerk to the Generall Aſſembly, to 
adjoyn any to himſelt,or to depute any in 
theſe Othces whom he ſhall think fit. 


